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3 Unfortunately, the early archival Records of the American Sociological Association, housed
at the U.S. Library of Congress, contain virtually no materials related to the formative years of the
organization, but do include many items from 1931 to 1986, with the bulk of the materials
concentrated within the years 1950 to 1979. Researchers intending to use these materials are advised
to contact the Manuscript Reading Room in the Madison Building at the Library of Congress in
Washington, DC, well in advance of each anticipated visit.  A printed finding aid for the collection
is available in the Manuscript Reading Room. (See also: Michael R. Hill and Mary Jo Deegan, “The
Archival Records of the American Sociological Association at the U.S. Library of Congress:  An
Inventory and Introduction.”  American Sociological Association/National Science Foundation,
Problems of the Discipline Grant Program.  Final report.  Lincoln, NE:  Department of Sociology,
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 1990).
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CELEBRATING THE CENTENNIAL OF THE AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION provides the
ritual occasion and reinforces the intellectual rationale for collectively exploring our
professional and organizational roots.  To guide us on our way, we have compiled a brief

bibliography of relevant materials and exemplars that explicate the early history of the American
Sociological Society and – to some degree – its subsequent evolution (the line separating “history”
from “current events” is not always easily drawn). Practicing extreme parsimony, we have
intentionally excluded literally thousands of otherwise important and instructive published works
that focus primarily on specific departments of sociology, the ideas and accomplishments of
individual sociologists, the development of sociological theories, the general intellectual history of
the discipline as a whole, and myriad other matters of obvious historical and disciplinary interest.
We hasten to add, however, that the structure and practical scope of a much more inclusive
bibliography is now under consideration and is soon to be implemented.  In the interim, we provide
here a small down payment: a narrowly defined set of references for selected articles – and still fewer
monographs – that specifically address, in various ways, the founding era and subsequent evolution
of the American Sociological Society as a professional organization.  To these citations, we add lists
of relevant journals, abstracts, indexes and databases, and append the locations of archival deposits
for the first ten presidents of the American Sociological Society, with the hope of encouraging ever
more scholarship on the early history of the ASS/ASA per se.3 Corrections and suggested additions
to this bibliography, focused specifically on the history of the ASS/ASA, are welcomed by the
committee.  [Submitted December 2004 by the Centennial Bibliography Project Committee].
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4 The availability of these resources varies by research facility and institutional budget. For
information, access, and alternative search strategies, consult your local reference librarian and/or
social science bibliographer.

Journals

American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 1 (1895-) – [The quasi-official journal, until 1936, of the
American Sociological Society].

American Sociological Review, Vol. 1 (1936-) – [The official journal of the American Sociological
Association; the earliest issues are replete with organizational notices and reports].

American Sociologist, Vol. 1 (1965-) – [Early issues, officially published by the ASA, include ASA
Council minutes, program notes, relevant articles and discussions, etc.; subsequently revived
by Transaction Publishers, later issues include articles on disciplinary history].

Footnotes (1973-) – [The official newsletter of the American Sociological Association; a trove of
information concerning recent programs and activities of the Association].

Journal of the History of Sociology, Vols. 1-5 (1978-1983); continued by the History of Sociology,
Vols. 5-7 (1985-1987). [An important repository of articles on the intellectual and
disciplinary history of sociology].

Papers and Proceedings of the American Sociological Society, Vols. 1-23 (1906-1928). [An
especially valuable resource, includes minutes of ASS meetings, committee reports,
membership lists, etc. Some – but not all – of the materials appearing in the Papers and
Proceedings were also published in the American Journal of Sociology].

Sociological Origins, Vol. 1 (1998-) – [Documents, articles, and symposia on the history of
sociology].

Sociological Papers, Vols. 1-3 (1905-1907). [Published by the Sociological Society (London), and
a precursor to the Sociological Review, provides an instructive organizational contrast with
the disciplinary scene then emerging at the same time in the USA].

Useful Abstracts, Indexes, and Searchable Databases4

American Periodicals Series Online 1740-1900
ARLIN [Especially useful for locating archival materials].
Bio-Base
Biography and Genealogy Master Index
Dissertation Abstracts
JSTOR
PCI: Periodicals Contents Index
Sociological Abstracts
WorldCat
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Selected Articles and Monographs

“A Word for Sociology by Former Presidents of the American Sociological Society.” 1946.
American Sociological Review 11 (June): 357.

Becker, Howard S.  1990.  “The Most Critical Issue Facing the ASA.”  American Sociologist 21
(Winter): 321-3.

Bernard, Jessie. 1973. “My Four Revolutions: An Autobiographical History of the ASA.”  American
Journal of Sociology 78 (January): 773-91.

Blackwell, James E. 1974.  “Role Behavior in a Corporate Structure: Black Sociologists in ASA.”
Pp. 341-67 in Black Sociologists: Historical and Contemporary Perspectives, edited by
James E. Blackwell and Morris Janowitz.  Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.

_______.  1992.   “Minorities in the Liberation of the ASA?”  American Sociologist 23 (Spring): 11-
17.

Blalock, Hubert M., Jr.  1981.  “The ASA: On Moving the Discipline to Center Stage.” American
Sociologist 16 (May): 110-12.

Blasi, Anthony J., (Ed.).  Forthcoming. Diverse Histories of American Sociology.  Lieden (The
Netherlands): Brill Academic Publishers. [Sponsored by the ASA Section on the History of
Sociology, provides several alternative accounts of disciplinary history, including the
activities of members of the American Sociological Society].

Brewer, Rose M. 1989.  “Black Women and Feminist Sociology: The Emerging Perspective.”
American Sociologist 20 (Spring): 57-70.

Broom, Leonard and Lawrence J. Saha.  1972.  “Negro Academics and Professional Societies.”
American Sociologist 7 (February): 9-11.

Brown, Carol. 1991.  “The Early Years of the Sociology Liberation Movement.” Pp. 43-53 in
Radical Sociologists and the Movement: Experiences, Lessons and Legacies, edited by
Martin Oppenheimer, Martin J. Murray and Rhonda F. Levine.  Philadelphia: Temple
University Press. [Discusses formation of theASA Marxist Sociology Section].

Brown, William R. and Ida J. Cook.  1981.  “The ASA at 75: Results of the 1980 Membership
Survey.”  American Sociologist 16 (May): 81-6.

Carey, Phillip.  1976.  “Minorities in Sociology: A Progress Report on the American Sociological
Association Minority Fellowship Program (1974-1976).” Black Sociologist 5 (July): 4-9.

Collins, Randall.  1990.  “The Organizational Politics of the ASA.” American Sociologist 21
(Winter): 311-15.

Conyers, James E.  1992.  “The Association of Black Sociologists: A Descriptive Account from an
‘Insider.’” American Sociologist 23 (Spring): 49-55. [Includes reflections on the ASA].

Daipha, Phaedra.  2001.  “The Intellectual and Social Organization of ASA 1990-1997:  Exploring
the Interface between the Discipline of Sociology and Its Practitioners.” American
Sociologist 32 (Fall): 73-90.

D’Antonio, William V. and Steven A. Tuch.  1991.  “Voting in Professional Associations: The Case
of the American Sociological Association Revisited.” American Sociologist 22 (Spring):
37-48.

Day, Robert Alan.  1982.  “Toward the Development of a Critical Sociohistorically Grounded
Sociology of Sociology: The Case of Medical Sociology.”  Ph.D. dissertation, University of
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Missouri-Columbia. [Includes analysis of the activities of the ASA Medical Sociology
Section, 1954-1974].

Deegan, Mary Jo.  1981.  “Early Women Sociologists and the American Sociological Society:  The
Patterns of Exclusion and Participation.”  American Sociologist 16 (February):  14-24.

_______.  1988.  Jane Addams and the Men of the Chicago School, 1892-1918. New Brunswick, NJ:
Transaction Books. [Documents roles of  women in the early years of the American
Sociological Society].

_______.  1995.  “The Second Sex and the Chicago School: Women’s Accounts, Knowledge, and
Work, 1945-1960.”  Pp. 322-64 in A Second Chicago School? The Development of a
Postwar American Sociology, edited by Gary A. Fine.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
[Examines doctoral training, gender and the presidency of the American Sociological
Society].

_______.  2000.  “Transcending a Patriarchal and Racist Past:  African American Women in
Sociology, 1890-1920.”  Sociological Origins 2 (Summer): 37-54. [Examines race, gender
and participation in the American Sociological Society].

_______.  2002.  “Professional Life Behind the Veil: E. Franklin Frazier’s Breaching Experiments
in Jim Crow America.”  Pp. 129-45 in Race, Hull-House and the University of Chicago: A
New Conscience Against Ancient Evils, by Mary Jo Deegan.  Westport, CT: Praeger.
[Explicates Frazier’s humiliating experiences during the 1923 ASS meeting].

Faris, Robert E. L.  1981.  “Recollections of a Half Century of Life in the ASA.” American
Sociologist 16 (February): 49-52.

Frey, Fred C.  1936.  “The Rural Sociology Section of the American Sociological Society.”  Rural
America [Country Life Association] 14 (February): 20 ff.

Furner, Mary O. 1975.  Advocacy and Objectivity: A Crisis in the Professionalization of American
Social Science, 1865-1905.  Lexington, KY: University Press of Kentucky.

Garavaglia, Brian. 2004. “A Treatise on the Development of American Sociology through the
Examination of the First Five Presidents of the American Sociological Society.”  Ph.D.
dissertation.  Wayne State University.

Hawley, Amos H.  1981.  “Whither the ASA?” American Sociologist 16 (May): 108-10.
Hayes, Edward Cary, et. al.  1921.  “The Work of the American Sociological Society – A

Symposium.”  Papers and Proceedings of the American Sociological Society 16: 257-63.
Higbie, Charles E. and Phillip E. Hammond.  1966.  “A Mildly Sociological View of the Press

Coverage of a Sociological Convention.” American Sociologist 1 (May): 145-7.
Hill, Michael R.  1989.  “Roscoe Pound and American Sociology: A Study in Archival Frame

Analysis, Sociobiography and Sociological Jurisprudence.  Ph.D. dissertation.  University
of Nebraska-Lincoln. [Documents the sociological network connected to Pound’s 25 years
of participation in the ASS/ASA].

Johnston, Barry V.  1987.  “Pitirim Sorokin and the American Sociological Association: The
Politics of a Professional Society.”  Journal of the History of the Behavioral Sciences 23
(April): 103-22.

Karides, Marina, Joya Misra, Ivy Kennelly, and Stephanie Moller.  2001.  “Representing the
Discipline: Social Problems Compared to ASR and AJS.” Social Problems 48
(February):111-28.  [Explores publishing in terms of ASA section memberships].
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Karpf, Fay B.  1929.  “The Second Annual Meeting of the Section on Sociology and Social Work
of the American Sociological Society: A Critical Review.” Social Forces 7 (June): 479-85.

Karpf, Maurice J.  1929.  “Some Further Progress in Common Thinking by Sociologists and Social
Workers.” Social Forces 7 (June): 473-79.

Keen, Mike F. 1999.  Stalking the Sociological Imagination: J. Edgar Hoover’s FBI Surveillance
of American Sociology.  Westport, CT: Greenwood. Second edition, published as Stalking
Sociologists, Transaction Publications, 2003.  [Documents Hoover’s official interest in the
activities of the American Sociological Society].

Kinloch, Graham C.  1981.  “Professional Sociology as a Basis of Societal Integration: A Study of
Presidential Addresses.”  American Sociologist 16 (February): 1-13.

Kinney, Cherry Carter.  1971.  “Reflections on the 1969 Resolutions of the Women’s Caucus.”
American Sociologist 6 (February): 19-22.

Kubát, Daniel, (Ed.).  1971.  Paths of Sociological Imagination: The Presidential Addresses before
the American Sociological Association from 1946-1969.  New York: Gordon and Breach.

Laband, David N. and Richard O. Beil.  1998. “The American Sociological Association Dues
Structure.” American Sociologist 29 (Spring): 102-6.

Lee, Alfred McClung.  1981.  “How Can the American Sociological Association Become More
Useful?” American Sociologist 16 (May): 93-7.

_______.  1988.  “The ASA’s ‘Humanism.’” Humanity and Society 12 (February): 67-74. 
Lengermann, Patricia M.  1979. “The Founding of the American Sociological Review: The Anatomy

of a Rebellion.” American Sociological Review 44 (April): 185-98.
Leonard, Wilbert M., II, and Raymond L. Schmitt. 1973.  “Institutional Representation at the 1970,

1971, and 1972 American Sociological Association Annual Meetings.” Sociology and Social
Research 58 (October): 6-12.

Little, Judith K. and Lee H. Bowker.  2000.  “The Legacy of Hans Mauksch:  Institutionalizing the
Teaching Movement in the American Sociological Association.” Sociological Imagination
37 (1): 29-45.

Loomis, Charles P.  1981.  “Parochialism in the ASA.” American Sociologist 16 (February):  59-62.
Lundberg, George A.  1930.  “The Interests of the Members of the American Sociological Society.”

American Journal of Sociology 37 (November): 458-60.
Meyers, Robert C.  1943.  “Some Notes on the 1942 Membership of the American Sociological

Society.”  American Sociological Review 8 (April): 203-6.
Mills, Edgar W.  1983.  “The Sociology of Religion as an ASA Subdiscipline.” Sociological

Analysis 44 (Winter): 339-53.
Mintz, Geraldine R.  1967.  “Some Observations on the Function of Women Sociologists at

Sociology Conventions.” American Sociologist 2 (August): 158-9.
Mundy, Paul.  1965.  “Some Convergences and the Identity-Crisis in the American Sociological

Society.”  Sociological Analysis 23 (Fall): 123-8.
Nibert, David.  2003.  “Origins of the ASA Section on Animals & Society – With a Bibliographic

Appendix.”  Sociological Origins 3 (Autumn): 53-8.
“Organization of the American Sociological Society.”  1906.   American Journal of Sociology 11

(January): 555-69.
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Pease, John and Barbara Hetrick.  1977.  “Association for Whom?  The Regionals and the American
Sociological Association.” American Sociologist 12 (February): 42-7.

Phelan, Thomas James.  1989.  “From the Attic of the American Journal of Sociology: Unusual
Contributions to American Sociology, 1895-1935.”  Sociological Forum 4 (March): 71-86.

Porter, Jack Nusan. Forthcoming.  “The Journal of the History of Sociology: Its Origins and Scope.”
American Sociologist.

Rhoades, Lawrence J.  1981.  A History of the American Sociological Association, 1905-1980.
Washington, DC: American Sociological Association. [A very useful pamphlet filled with
names and dates – now readily available on the ASA website].

_______.  1981.  “The ASA: Trends and Evolution.”  American Sociologist 16 (May): 103-7.
Ridgeway, Cecilia and Joan Moore.  1981.  “Voting in the American Sociological Association:

Investment, Network, and Interest.” American Sociologist 16 (May): 74-81.
Riley, Matilda White.  1960.  “Membership of the American Sociological Association 1950-1959.”

American Sociological Review 25 (December): 914-26.
Roby, Pamela A.  1992.  “Women and the ASA: Degendering Organizational Structures and

Processes, 1964-1974.” American Sociologist 23 (Spring): 18-47.
Rosenberg, Morris.  1971.  “Enhancing Democracy in the ASA: A Proposal.”  American Sociologist

6 (August): 239-42.
Rosenfeld, Rachel A., David Cunningham, and Kathryn Schmidt. 1997.  “American Sociological

Association Elections, 1975 to 1996:  Exploring Explanations for ‘Feminization.’”  American
Sociological Review 62 (October): 746-59.

Rossi, Peter H.  1981.  “The ASA: A Portrait of Organizational Success and Intellectual Paralysis.”
American Sociologist 16 (May): 113-16.

Sewell, William H.  1992.  “Some Observations and Reflections on the Role of Women and
Minorities in the Democratization of the American Sociological Association, 1905-1990.”
American Sociologist 23 (Spring): 56-62.

Simpson, Ida Harper and Richard L. Simpson.  1994.  “The Transformation of the American
Sociological Association.”  Sociological Forum 9 (June):  259-78.

Skura, Barry.  1976.  “Constraints on a Reform Movement: Relationships between SSSP and  ASA,
1951-1970.”  Social Problems 24 (October): 15-36.

Smith, Charles U. and Lewis Killian.  1974.  “Black Sociologists and Social Protest.”  Pp. 191-228
in Black Sociologists: Historical and Contemporary Perspectives, edited by James E.
Blackwell and Morris Janowitz.  Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.

Sperber, Irwin.  1971.  “Radical Scholarship and Professional Sociology: On Contradictions at the
Annual Convention of the American Sociological Association, 1971.” Insurgent Sociologist
2 (November-December): 7-16.

Veditz, C.W.A.  1906.  “The American Sociological Society.”  Quarterly Journal of Economics 20
(February): 301-3.

Weiss, Gregory L. and Dretha M. Phillips.  1994.  “Participation of Sociologists at Two-Year and
Four-Year Colleges in the American Sociological Association.” American Sociologist 25
(September): 37-52.

Whyte, William Foote.  1981.  “The ASA from Now until the Centennial.”  American Sociologist
16 (May): 116-18.
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5 The deposits listed here are primary sediments that rarely exhaust the materials to be found
elsewhere in other collections and in other repositories.  Photographs of each ASA President are
available via the ASA website.  For an accessible introduction to research methodologies for
exploring archival materials such as the papers and collections listed here, see: Michael R. Hill,
Archival Strategies and Techniques (Qualitative Research Methods series, Vol. 31),  Newbury Park,
CA: Sage Publications, 1993. 

6 The dates in parentheses following each president’s name indicate year(s) in office.

Wilkinson, Doris Y.  1981.  “Evolution of the Participation of Women and Minorities in the ASA.”
American Sociologist 16 (May): 101-2.

_______.  1992.  “Minorities and Women in the Liberation of the ASA, 1964-1974: Reflections on
the Dynamics of Organizational Change.” American Sociologist 23 (Spring): 7-10.

Yair, Gad.  2001.  “Ex Cathedra: The Representation of American Society in ASA Presidential
Addresses, 1906-98.”  Sociology 35 (May): 477-500.

The First Ten Presidents of the American Sociological Society (1906-1920):
A List of Primary Archival Resources5

Lester Frank Ward (1906-07) 6

Lester Frank Ward Papers (Record Unit 7321). Smithsonian Institution Archives,
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC.

Lester Frank Ward Papers. Brown University Archives, Brown University, Providence,
Rhode Island.

William Graham Sumner (1908-09)
William G. Sumner Papers. Yale University Library, New Haven, Connecticut.
Sumner-Keller Collection. Yale University Library, New Haven, Connecticut.

Franklin Henry Giddings (1910-11)
Franklin H. Giddings Correspondence, 1890-1902. Columbia University Archives, Columbia

University, New York City, New York.

Albion Woodbury Small (1912-13)
Albion W. Small Papers. Special Collections Research Center, University of Chicago,

Chicago, Illinois.

Edward Alsworth Ross (1914-15)
Edward A. Ross Papers. State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin. [A

massive collection, available on microfilm via interlibrary loan].
Edward A. Ross Papers. Special Collections and University Archives, Stanford University,

Stanford, California.
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Edward A. Ross Bio-Bibliography File, Class Records [restricted access], and scattered
items in other collections.  University Archives, University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
Lincoln, Nebraska.

George Edgar Vincent (1916)
Scattered items in various collections.  Special Collections Research Center, University of

Chicago, Chicago, Illinois.
George E. Vincent Papers. University Archives, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis,

Minnesota. [Vincent was University president].
Various files.  Rockefeller Foundation Archives, New York City, New York. [Vincent was

the Foundation president from 1917-1929].

George Elliot Howard (1917)
George E. Howard Papers.  University Archives, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln,

Nebraska.
Scattered items in various collections.  Special Collections and University Archives,

Stanford University, Stanford, California.
Scattered items in various collections.  Special Collections Research Center, University of

Chicago, Chicago, Illinois.

Charles Horton Cooley (1918)
Charles Horton Cooley Papers.  Bentley Historical Library, University of Michigan, Ann

Arbor, Michigan.

Frank Wilson Blackmar (1919)
Scattered items in various collections.  Spencer Research Library, University of Kansas,

Lawrence, Kansas. [Blackmar’s personal papers were apparently pulped and recycled
during a WWII paper drive].

James Quale Dealey (1920)
Scattered items in various collections.  Brown University Archives, Brown University,

Providence, Rhode Island.
Various lectures by Dealey, in Record Groups 4 and 15, The Naval Historical Collection,

Naval War College Library, Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island.

Return to First Page of Document
______________________

Please send corrections and/or suggested additions to the Committee Co-Chair
Dr. Michael R. Hill, Editor, Sociological Origins 

2701 Sewell Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68502


