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Transition to Attic Greek

Paula Debnar, Greek 222, Spring 2006

A quick glance at a topographic map of the Mediterranean, including mainland Greece and the western
coast of what is now Turkey, helps to explain the persistence of dialects in Ancient Greek. Mountain
ranges, and in some cases the sea, separated the many poleis and territories of the Greek-speaking people
of antiquity. Inscriptions reveal just how diverse the ancient Greek language was—as diverse as the or-
thography used to represent it.

While some Ancient Greek dialects were both spoken and written (or used for oral composition), Homeric
Greek—a blend of Tonic and Aeolic—was used only for poetry. Epic poems, hymns, and even elegiacs
composed in this dialect apparently could be understood by many (if not most) speakers of Greek, but
there were no “native” speakers of Homeric Greek. The Aeolic, Doric, lonic, and Attic dialects, on the
other hand, were both literary and spoken (although the two forms were not identical). History and med-
ical texts, for example, were composed in lonic, regardless of the native dialect of the author. Doric is the
dialect of much choral poetry. Although the dialogue in tragedy is in Attic (lightly flavored with epic), its
choruses are sprinkled with Doric forms. Philosophical texts and oratory are usually in Attic.

After Alexander’s conquests in the fourth century BCE, a “common language” emerged. Koine, as it is
called, is a development of Attic and the dialect of the New Testament.

Attic Morphology
§1 Consonants

® In Attic you will see 77 instead of oc; thus, faAar7a instead of falacoa and mpat7w instead of
mpNTTw (see below on @ in place of Homeric/Ionic 7).

® Two sigmas resulting from the addition of a case ending to a stem (e.g., émreaot) will lose one sigma
(émear).

® Also, the combination po found in Homer (e.g., kopan) will appear as pp in Attic (kdppn).

§2 Vowels and verbs

The most obvious differences in the forms (morphology) of Homeric, Ionic, and Attic Greek are the
results of the contraction of vowels. As Pharr (Homeric Greek §459) observes, “Attic carries the contrac-
tion of vowels to a further extent than does any other of the Greek dialects, two or more vowels coming
together and admitting of contraction practically never remaining uncontracted.” Contraction takes place
in all parts of speech, but since so many Greek verb stems end in vowels (motéw, make; Tipaw, honor;
G&iéw, think worthy), we will begin with verbal contractions. Keep in mind, however, that the rules of
contraction obtain no matter what part of speech you are dealing with.



uncontracted—> contracted

uncontracted—> contracted

-€w
ToLéWw —> TOL® MOLéOEY —> TIOLOVUEY
! ~ ! ~
TMOLEELS —> TTOLELS MOLEETE —> TIOLELTE
’ ~ ’ ~
TOLEEL —> TIOLEL TOLEOVOL —> TrOLOVTL
-aw
TLMAW—> TLU® TUMAOMEY—>> TLUWDMUEY
’ ~ / ~
TLLAELS—> TLUAS TUUAETE—> TLUATE
14 ~ 14 ~
TLMAEL—> TLUQ TLMAOVOL—> TLUWOL
-ow

aéibw—> abud aidoper—> aioduer

aideis—> alips Géibere—> aiobire

aéiber—> kol aéibovor—> aérodat

In the examples above the accent in the uncontracted form falls on the vowel of the vowel stem, as is nor-
mal, given the rules for accenting verbs (recessive accentuation). In contracted forms the accent tries
(usually) to stay on the original accented vowel/diphthong. But if that vowel/diphthong has been absorbed
into the contraction, a circumflex may replace the original acute. Consequently, circumflexes in odd
places are likely to indicate the presence of a contraction. (Remember: accents are our friends.)

Of course, medio-passive forms of these verbs also contract; for example, oiéeTar will become moteiTad.
Even with consonant-stem verbs (e.g., pépw) or verbs whose stems end in v, such as —you guessed it—
AYw, a thematic vowel will contract with any ending that begins with a vowel—which brings me to my
dictum.



§4 “Debnar’s dictum”

When perusing an old copy of Plato’s Apology that I used as an undergraduate, I noticed that in the mar-
gins I had regularly queried forms like BovAet, BovAn and dinynon. The difficulty with these forms, as I
later realized, is that they are due to the contraction of a thematic vowel (e or ) with the ending -at,
which results in -e. (sometimes -7).

® BovAe-ai (present indicative) becomes BovAet
® BovA-n-au (present subjunctive) becomes BovAn,
® Ounyno-e-au (future indicative) becomes dunynon.

The secondary ending of the second person singular (-0) creates similar problems. My discovery led to the
following dictum: When in doubt about a verb, try a form of the second person singular medio-passive.

§5 Contraction in general

Nouns, adjectives, and participles, etc., contract as well, so you should take a long look at a full table of
contractions (e.g., Homeric Greek §585 or Smyth, A Greek Grammar §59). You are likely to have to con-
sult these tables from time to time throughout the semester.

As you will see, contractions are often determined by the order in the which the vowels appear in the
uncontracted form. Having some idea of the likely results of combinations can help you “unearth” the
vowels disguised by contraction. Here are some general guidelines. (Consult a grammar for the rare com-
binations with v and ¢.)

In order from strongest to weakest:

1. Strong: w and o (usually yielding w/o sounds in contractions).
a. An initial w with any vowel will result in w (or w if an iota is present).
b. An initial o followed by an 7 or a also results in w. If an iota is present, you may see ot or w.
c. Aninitial o followed by €, o, or ov will result in ov (or ot if an iota is present).

d. The vowels w and o are so strong that, even when they are following vowels, they can overpower
an initial a or 7. The result of a/n + o/w is w (or w if there is an iota present).

2. Average strength: 7 and a as initial vowels.

a. Aninitial a is “stronger” than a following €/7. In other words, a + €/ 7 (et or n) will result in an &
(atora).

b. Aninitial n is “stronger” than a following a or €. In other words 7 + €/a will yield n (or 17 in the
presence of an iota).

3. The modest epsilon is the weakest, but even it can have some effect.
An initial € before another ¢ it will contract to et.

b. An initial € followed by a or n usually yields n (or 77 if a iota is present), but you will sometimes
see a (or at). (See above “Debnar’s Dictum”).

c. Aninitial e cannot compete with o/w-sounds (see 1 b.)



§6 Verbal augments

Attic forms of secondary (past) tenses of the indicative are augmented. So the absence of an augment is
important.

§7 The Declension of Nouns and Adjectives

Words to the wise—or to the panicky, as the case may be. If you know the type of noun you are working
with (its declension, gender, etc.), and you know the Homeric case-endings, by acquainting yourself with
a few common patterns you can usually figure out the case and number of the Attic form. But there are
some real differences, so a quick overview of the declensions in Attic and Homeric is useful.

§8 The first declension

Attic first- declension nouns use -ats (instead of -ns or the long form -not). Some additional differences in
the Attic first-declension are the result of contraction.

(Outside the nominative, Attic forms are listed only when they differ from Homeric.)

Singular Homeric Attic
nominative/ BovAn BovAn
vocative

Plural

nominative/ BovAai

vocative

genitive BovAawy BovAdv
dative BovAfjs or BovAfat BovAais
accusative BovAas

Here, too, you can see that in contractions the accent tries to stay on the original accented vowel/
diphthong. If that vowel/diphthong has been absorbed into the contraction, a circumflex will replace an
original acute (if it can).

§9 The old-fashion a
The retention of an earlier @ in Attic is not restricted to the first declension, but I have included this

feature here, since it affects most first-declension nouns with stems ending in e, ¢, or p. These keep a
throughout singular as well as plural: ayopa, ayopas, 7.



Singular

nominative/
vocative

genitive
dative

accusative

Plural
nominative/vocative
genitive

dative

accusative

§10 The second declension

Homeric Attic
ayopn ayopa
ayopts ayopads
ayopfi ayopd
ayopn ayopav
ayopai

ayopawy ayopov
ayopijs or ayopfot ayopats
ayopas

As was true of the first declension, the second declension uses a short form of the dative plural,

-ots (not -otot).

Singular

nominative/
vocative

dative plural

Homeric Attic
Buuos / Ovpué Buuos / Quué
Oupots, Bupotat Bupols

The genitive singular of masculine nouns of the Attic first declension seems to have borrowed an ending
from the second declension (mostly masculine and neuter) : -ov (instead of the Homeric -ao or -ew).

Singular

nominative/
vocative

genitive

Homeric Attic
alyunTns alyunTns
alyunTao or alyunTod
ALYUNTEW



§11 The “Attic declension”

The so-called Attic-declension consists of second-declension nouns or adjectives that have undergone
quantitative metathesis, an exchange of vowel lengths. In the word for temple (v10s), for example, the
long n becomes a short € , while the short o (ov as well) becomes a long w. The good news is that this
change makes it easier to distinguish “ship” from “temple” in Greek. Equally good news is that the accent
of the nominative is kept throughout the paradigm. Consult your grammar for other examples of Attic-
declension nouns and adjectives (Even more good news: there are not many).

Homeric 6 vnés (temple) > Attic 0 vews

Singular Homeric Attic
nom/voc vn0s VeWs
genitive vnov vew
dative ) Vew
accusative VMoV vewy
Plural

nom/voc vnoi vew
genitive vy vewy
dative vnols Vews
accusative vn00s Vews



§12 First- and second-declension contracted adjectives

Contracted adjectives can easily trip you up. When you encounter the adjective xpvoods (golden), if you
are not on your toes, you could easily forget that this form can be the masculine, nominative, singular as
well as the masculine, accusative, plural.

Singular masc. fem. neuter

nom/voc Xpvoods (> xpvoeos) XPuoi Xpvoody (> xpvoeov)
genitive Xpvaod XPUois Xpvaod

dative XPUoQ XPvon XPUTQ

accusative Xpvooiy Xpvofy Xpvooiy

Plural

nom/voc Xpvoot xpvoal Xpvoa

genitive XPUT Y XPUTWY XPUTOY

dative Xpvoots Xpvoats Xpvoots

accusative Xpvoods Xpvoas Xpvod

Throughout the above paradigm a circumflex appears in the ultima, even though the word was originally
accented ypvoeos. My guess (as a non-linguist) is that even the Greeks gave up trying to figure out where
accents should go in contracted words. Notice also that the contraction of ea in the neuter plural results in
a not the expected n—perhaps to avoid confusing it with the feminine nominative singular. Then again,
who knows!

§ 13 The third declension

Third-declension nouns regularly use the short ending -0t (not -eat or -eoot) for the dative plural.
Beware: the s of the ending interacts with the final consonant of consonant-stem nouns.

nominative pAaé daipwy EATTiS XapLs ohpa
stem +o PvAak-o1 datipov-ot éATLd-0t XAPLT-0 CWUAT-0L
dative plural  ¢pvAaée daipoat éATrioL Xaptot cwpaat



§14 Third-declension -0 stem nouns and adjectives
Like their Homeric counterparts the Attic form of these nouns (and adjectives) have lost an original s

between two vowels. But unlike the Homeric forms, in Attic the adjacent vowels contract:

In the examples below, notice how easy it is to determine the case and number if you can figure out what
regular third-declension ending is hidden within a contraction.

Singular Attic a- stem  (Homeric) Attic o- stem (Homeric)
nominative/ voc yépas (n.) atdws (f.)

genitive yépws (yepa-os) aidovs atdo-os
dative yépat aidot

accusative yépas aidd aido-a
Plural

nominative/ yepa (yepa-a) (declined in sg. only)

vocative

genitive yepv (yepa-wv)

dative yépaot

accusative yépa (yepa-a)



Singular

nominative/ voc.

genitive
dative
accusative

Plural

nominative/voc.

genitive
dative

accusative

Attic e- stem, (Homeric)

(n.)

Attic e- stem, (m.)

émos (n.) Tpunpns /Tpifipes (m.)
€mOVS (€me-05) TPLNPOVS

émel TPLTIPEL

émos TPLNPN

€ (€éme-a) TPLTPELS

Emioy (émré-wv) TPLINPWY

€TeaL €TeTL/ €méTTL TPLTPETTL

€ (éme-a) TPINpPELS

(borrowed from the nom.)

(Homeric)

(Tpinpe-os)

(Tpenpe-a)

(Tpuripe-es)

(Tpunpe-wy)

(Tpuipe-as)

An important third-declension e-stem noun compared withtwo third-declension nouns whose stems end in

-€€.

Singular Attic e- stem, (m.)

stem

nominative/ ZwkpaTns /SwkpaTes

Attic ee- stem (m.)

[TepukA7s / TlepikAets (m.) déos

vocative

genitive SwKpaTovs [TepirAéovs déovs
dative SwKpaTe [TepikAet dée
accusative  SwkpaTn [TepiAéa déos

-10 -

Attic ee- stem (n.)



§15 Third-declension adjectives with -ov stems (two-ending adjectives)

Many comparative adjectives (e.g., aueivwy, -ov and BeATiwy, -ov) fall into this category. The final -v of
the stem disappears when followed by an a and the resulting combination of vowels does odd things.

Singular masculine/fem neuter
nominative/voc BeATiwy BéATiov
genitive BeATiovos
dative BeATiovt
accusative BelTiova BeAtio[v]a =
or BeATioa =
BeATiw BeATiw
Plural
nominative/vocative BeATioves Beltio[v]es = BeATiova Beltio[v]a =
or BeATioes = or BeAtioa =
BeATiovs BeATiovs BeATiw BeATiw
genitive BeATiwy
dative BeATioat
accusative BelTiovas (BeATiovs is BeATiova
or borrowefi frgm or
the nominative
BeATiovs plural) BeATiw

§16 Miscellaneous metathesis in the third declension

Some third-declension forms also undergo quantitative metathesis (change in the quantity of some of their
vowels). You will frequently see this in the genitive singular.

® Bagilevs, Homeric genitive BaotAfjos —> Attic genitive BaotAéws

® 6Ais, Homeric genitive moAeos —> Attic genitive moAews The Attic form’s unexpected accent on
the antepenult (when the ultima is long) betrays the presence of metathesis.

-11 -



§17 Crasis

Crasis is a “mixing” of the vowels of adjoining words. Breathing marks in strange places, or a rough
breathing where you expect a smooth, are hints that you may be dealing with crasis.

® ra\nf7 = Ta aAnbi
® 7ad7a = TQ AVTA
® aunp =0 avnp
§18 Optatives of contract verbs

In the singular active -ew, -ow, and -aw verbs often use the optative suffixes -tnv, -ins, and -in (instead of
the regular -ouput, ots, -ot). Consult a grammar for the complete paradigms.

§19 Principal parts

Attic uses the perfect and aorist passive (including participles) much more often than does Homeric
Greek, so you should review these forms. Moreover, since you will need all six principal parts and
because some Attic principal parts may differ from their Homeric counterparts, be sure to review (and/or
memorize) the principal parts of the verbs you encounter. You may have to look some up in your lexicon.
§ 20A final comment about morphology

These notes are intended to help ease the transition from Homer and lonic to Attic. They are by no means

comprehensive. Consequently, you should make a habit of consulting your grammars (and/or lexica)
when in doubt about forms.

-12 -



Attic Syntax
§21 The article

The demonstrative force of 0, 17, 70 is sometimes preserved in Attic (as in 70 kai 76, this and that). More
often than not, however, 0, 17, 70 are used as definite articles (zhe) indicating that the thing/person is
known: 0 avnp, the man (not a man). (See handout for other uses of the article.)

§22 Use of the article to create substantives

Attic authors use the article plus an adjective (or participle—or anything else used to limit a noun or
pronoun) to create a substantive (a noun). The gender of the article and adjective often allow you to infer
the “missing” noun.

® 7 ayafn (adjective), the good [woman]

0 codos (adjective), the wise [man]

Ta mempayméva (participle), the things having-been-done, that is, what happened
ol BovAopevou (participle), the [men] willing, i.e., volunteers

Ta €uavTo (genitive), my things, or my business

Some authors use the article + adjective to create abstract nouns.
® 70 kalov, the good (literally the good [thing])
® 70 dikatov, justice (literally, the just [thing])
® 71aAnB7 (ta aAnby), the truth (the true [things])

N.b. There are other ways to form abstract nouns in Greek as well (e.g., dtkatoavvn, justice; aAnbeta,
truth).

§23 The position of the article

The position of the article in relation to adjectives and the nouns (or pronouns) they modify is
important—and useful.

In the attributive position the article appears directly before the adjective (or other modifier), regardless
of whether the noun is preceded by an article or not; for example, the good woman can be expressed by

® 7 ayafn yvrn (very common)
® 7 yvwn N ayafn or

® yuun N ayadn (least common)

Notice that in all of the above instances you find 77 immediately before ayafn.

- 13-



In place of an adjective, you may also find a participial phrase or any other phrase or clause that limits or
describes the noun/pronoun..

® v Aéyovoav Oepamaivav, the speaking woman (i.e., the woman who is speaking)
® 70Us év T7) oA/ avdpas/, the [men] in the city

Modifiers can be quite long, so you must be patient. Think of the article plus its noun/substantive as a
kind of sandwich, in the middle of which is the attributive modifier. Once you find the two pieces of
bread, you know you have the sandwich.

® 7 Oepamaiwa 7 eis T ayopav Badiovaa (literally, the [female] attendant, the one going
to the marketplace (i.e., who was going...).

In this example, the slices of bread are 7 ... Badi(ovoa, while the modifier (the “meat” in the middle ) is
the prepositional phrase eis 7y ayopav. Which attendant? The one going to the marketplace.

Be on the alert for special uses of adjectives with articles; for example, ot aAAot (or Tovs aAlowvs, etc.)
means the others in the sense of the rest, the remaining ones. Used as an attributive adjective, av70s, -7, -
0 means the same: 0 avT0s avnp, the same man; TavTa (Ta aVTA) the same things.

In the predicate position (that is, when the article does not immediately precede the adjective/modifier),
the adjective/modifier is used as a predicate adjective:

® 7 yun) macky My BehtioTn, my wife was the best of all women/wives.
® godos 0 avnp, the man [is] wise

® 0 avnmp oogos, the man [is] wise

[}

Notice that in all three examples, the article precedes the noun, but not the adjective.
§24 A few idioms and impersonal expressions

The phrase 0ids 7€ éoriv means he is able, he can. In my translation I used a masculine singular subject
because otos is masculine and singular (éo-7iv is third person singular). You will also see this idiom in the
plural (neuter or feminine as well as masculine) and with its verb in other moods and tenses. In fact, you
may even find it in the accusative-infinitive construction in indirect statement. So be forewarned.

In Attic Greek there are many impersonal verbs (whose subjects are an indefinite it as in it is raining) and
quasi-impersonal verbs, whose subjects, in fact, are infinitives. You are likely to encounter with some
frequency:

xpn + an infinitive it is necessary to ...

Xp7 + an accusative + infinitive , it is necessary for [accusative] to...
or [accusative] should ....

del + an infinitive it is necessary to ....

del + accusative + infinitive, [accusative] should/ought to ...

- 14 -



Depending on the meaning of the expression, you may find a dative instead of accusative.

doket + infinitive + dative, it seems to [dative] to be a good idea to
¢ eati(v), it is possible (sometimes the simple o7t is used to mean é€ea7i) + dative
mpéme, it is fitting (+ dative)

€ikos [éoTiv] + infinitive, , it is reasonable, it is likely that ... (€ikds is a neuter, singular, perfect
participle).

§25 Personal expressions.

On the other hand, Greek sometimes uses personal expressions where English would use an impersonal
one. dokodat pot is often best translated as “It seems to me that they” instead of “They seem to me...” In
English we would probably say [t is right for me to go away instead of [ am right to go away, which is the
literal meaning of 0ikatos eipe ameAfeiv.

§26 Verbal adjectives

Verbal adjectives ending in -Teov express obligation. The person for whom there is an obligation may
appear in the dative (if expressed at all); e.g., amoAoynTéov means a defense must be made (from
amoloyéopai, to speak in defense of oneself, to make a defense), and pot amoloynTéov means I must
defend myself. But verbal adjectives may also be used in a personal construction: We must help the city
can be expressed in Greek as The city must be helped by us: wpeAntéa (f. sg. nom.) éoTww MUty 1 wWOALS.

§27 Personal pronouns (For Attic forms of the personal pronoun consult charts in your grammar.)

Attic Greek uses the adjective/pronoun av70s, -1, -0 in its oblique cases (i.e., all cases except the
nominative/vocative) as the third person personal pronoun (him, her, it, them). In the nominative, av70s, -
7, -0 continues means “self,” while used as an attributive adjective ad70s, -1, -0 means the same (see
above).

By the way, to express agency Attic often uses v7ro + genitive of agent. The perfect passive, however,
continues to use the dative of agent (as in Homer).

§28 Result (or “consecutive”) clauses
® Natural result woTe + infinitive (negative un)
® Emphasis on actual result o 7e + finite verb (negative ov)
§29 Purpose (“final”) clauses
® With a conjunction (e.g., iva, 6mws) + finite verb in
O (when in primary sequence) the subjunction (negative un)
O (when in secondary sequence) the optative (sometimes not always)

¢ With the future participle (especially when main verb is verb of motion) (negative o)

® With relative oo 7is + future indicative (negative un)

-15-



§30 Conditional sentences

Conditional sentences are sentences with an if-clause (also called the protasis), which must be fulfilled for
the main or then- clause (the apodosis) to be true. Conditionals sentences can be “once-off” or “general.”

(See handout by H. Dik on conditions or the condition charts in your grammar).

Once-off” (i.e., not general) conditions

Type of condition

Neutral (no implication about
likelihood of fulfillment of
condition).

*Contrary-to-fact present (con-
dition not fulfilled )

*Contrary-to-fact past (condi-
tion not fulfilled )

Future More Vivid (likely or
probable that the condition
will be fulfilled)

Future Less Vivid (possible)

English example Greek if-clause

(protasis)

If it rained, the lake is indicative
not dry.

el + past indicative
(often imperfect)

If I were really smart
[implied: but I am
not], I would be
learning Chinese [im-
plied: but I am not].

(negative u)

el + past indicative
(often aorist)

If I had been really
smart when I was
young [implied: but I
was notJ, I would have
learned Chinese [im-

plied: but I did not].

(negative un)

If I memorize my prin- éav* + subjunctive
cipal parts, [will do  (*or av or 7v)

well in Greek . ,
(negative un)

If I were to learn the €l + optative
principal parts of all
Greek verbs [hah!], 1
would always get an

A+.

(negative un)

Greek then-clause
(apodosis)

indicative

av + past indicative (often
imperfect)

(negative o)

av + past indicative (often
aorist)

(negative o)

future indicative (or
equivalent)

(negative o)

av+ optative

(negative o)

*Tense outside the indicative usually refers to aspect, not time. So the imperfect in contrary-to-fact
conditions (CTF) may be used anytime the author wants to emphasize continuation (even in past CTF).
The aorist may be used (even in the present CTF) to avoid implying continuation. The reason the
imperfect is often used for the present CTF is because the action continues right up to the present. Context
should allow you to distinguish between past and present contrary-to-fact conditions. By the way, authors
also mix up conditions, so be on the alert.
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§31 Potentials (“could,” “might,” “could have”...)

Potential (now and in future) : v + optative (present for continuing action; aorist for simple action)
Past potential, which continues (right up to, but not including, the present moment) = av + imperfect
Past potential, which (in the present) is no longer potential = av + aorist indicative

§32 General Conditions

General Conditions English example If-clause (protasis) Then-clause
(apodosis)
Present If I run too quickly, éav* + subjunctive present indicative
I lose my breath. (*or av or Nv)
Past When I was young, if I| €l + optative imperfect
ran quickly, I lost my
breath.

You can also use a relative clause or temporal clause instead of the if-clause:

® Whenever I run/ran too quickly, I lose/lost my breath (temporal clause).
® Whoever runs/ran quickly, loses/lost her breath. (relative clause).

Notice that “Whenever I run” is equivalent to “If [ ever run,” while “Whoever runs” is equivalent to If
anyone ever runs.

§33 Indirect statement (also called indirect discourse or oratio obliqua): three constructions

1) Introductory verb of saying or thinking plus an
Infinitive*

a) accusative subject + infinitive if the subject of the introductory verb is different from the subject
of the indirect statement.

fyobuny TavTY oikeldTTa peyioTny elvar (I thought that this relationship was most important).

b) infinitive + nominative modifiers of the subject, if the subject of the introductory verb is the same
as the subject of the indirect statement

fryelTas weyion elvar (She thinks she is most important).

* The tense of the infinitive [often] expresses time relative to the introductory verb.
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2) Introductory verb of physical perception, knowing, showing, learning, or remembering plus a
Participle*
a) Participle in the accusative + [optional accusative noun/pronoun] if the subjects are different.

0ida Tovs Abnvaiovs xeypalovras. (I know that the Athenians are wintering.)

b) Participle [and modifiers] in the nominative if the subjects are the same.

atoBavoueda yelotol *ovtes. (We perceive that we are ridiculous).
*The tense of the participle [often] expresses time relative to the introductory verb.

3) Introductory verb of saying, knowing, showing, or feeling emotion plus

Conjunction (67, ws) + clause with finite verb
a) When the introductory verb is in a primary tense, the verb of the indirect statement will be in

® the same tense that it was in direct statement—much as it is in English.

® Aéyw 87t 00TOS 6 PoLTGWY EaTiv TPoS THY yvvaika (I say that this is the man who was visiting
my wife).

b) When the introductory verb is in a secondary (past) tense, the verb of indirect discourse sometimes
(but not always)

® shifts to the corresponding tense of the optative.

® cimov 871 00TOS 6 poLTGW €in WPOs TN yvvaika (I said that this was the man who was visiting
my wife).
In other words, unlike English, in which there is a change in tense, in Greek there a change in mood.
Which method? The rules are not hard and fast. A verb may admit more than one construction, and a

change in construction may imply a difference in the meaning of the introductory verb. So when in
doubt, consult a grammar.
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