[I] When Lin-chi was one of the assembly of monks under Huang-po, he was plain and direct in his behavior. The head monk praised him saying: "Though he's a youngster, he's different from the other monks." So he asked: "Shang-tso, how long have you been here?"

"Three years," replied Lin-chi.

"Have you ever asked for instruction?"

"No, I've never asked for instruction. I don't know what to ask," replied Lin-chi.

"Why don't you go ask the head ho-shang of this temple just what the cardinal principle of the Buddha-dharma is?" said the head monk.

Lin-chi went and asked. Before he had finished speaking Huang-po hit him. Lin-chi came back. "How did your question go?" asked the head monk.

"Before I had finished speaking the master hit me. I don't understand," said Lin-chi.

"Then go and ask him again, " said the head monk.

So Lin-chi went and asked, and again Huang-po hit him. Thus Lin-chi asked the same question three times and was hit three times.

Lin-chi came back and said to the head monk: "It was so kind of you to send me to question the master. Three times I asked him and three times I was hit by him. I regret that some obstruction caused by my own past karma prevents me from grasping his profound meaning. I'm going away for awhile. "

The head monk said: "If you are going away, you should go take your leave of the master." Lin-chi bowed low and withdrew.

The head monk went to the master's quarters before Lin-chi and said: "The young man who has been questioning you is a man of Dharma. If he comes to take his leave, please handle him expediently. In the future, with training, he is sure to become a great tree which will provide cool shade for the people of the world. "

Lin-chi came to take his leave. Huang-po said: "You mustn't go anywhere else but to Ta-yii's place by the river in Kao-an. He's sure to explain things for you. "

[2] Lin-chi arrived at Ta-yii's temple. Ta-yii said: "Where have you come from?"

"I have come from Huang-po's place," replied Lin-chi.

"What did Huang-po have to say ?" asked T a-y ii.

"Three times I asked him just what the cardinal principle of the Buddha- dharma was and three times he hit me. I don't know whether I was at fault

or not. "

."Huang-po is such a grandmother that he utterly exhausted himself with your troubles!" said Ta-yii. "And now you come here asking whether you were at fault or not!"

At these words Lin-chi attained Great Enlightenment. "Ah, there isn't so much to Huang-po's Buddha-dharma!" he cried.

Ta-yii grabbed hold of Lin-chi and said: "You bed-wetting little devil! You just finished asking whether you were at fault or not, and now you say, 'There isn't so much to Huang-po's Buddha-dharma.' What did you just see? Speak, speak!"

Lin-chi jabbed T a-y ii in the side three times. Shoving him away, T a-y ii said: "You have Huang-po for a teacher. It's not my business."[3] Lin-chi left Ta-yii and returned to Huang-po. Huang-po saw him coming and said: "What a fellow! Coming and going, coming and going- when will it end!"

"It's all due to your grandmotherly kindness, " Lin-chi said, and then presented the customary gift and stood waiting.

"Where have you been?" asked Huang-po.

"Recently you deigned to favor me by sending me to see T a-y ii, " said Lin-chi.

"What did Ta-yii have to say?" asked Huang-po.

Lin-chi then related what had happened. Huang-po said: "How I'd like

to catch that fellow and give him a good dose of the stick!"

"Why say you'd 'like to'? Take it right now!" said Lin-chi and immediately gave Huang-po a slap.

"You lunatic!" cried Huang-po. "Coming back here and pulling the tiger's

whiskers. "

Lin-chi gave a shout.

"Attendant, get this lunatic out of here and take him to the monks'

hall," said Huang-po.
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