Zen and Mahayana Sutra

Lecture Notes

February 16, Monday and February 17, Tuesday

Prajnaparamita -The Sutra of Perfect Wisdom        


Madhyamika - The Middle Way      


The Identity of the Nirvana and Samsara    Shiki soku ze ku    Ku soku ze shiki



All that exists is impermanent.



All elements are selfless.



Nirvana is serenity, peace.

The Avatamsaka Sutra-(Hua-yen)  in Chinese, (Kegon) in Japanese

Avatamsaka is a flower wreath, which means the relation of the totality and the individual.

Indira’s net - the tower of Maitreya—Future Buddha     

The piligrimage of the boy Sudhana

This is the character of Vairocana  Dainichi Nyorai in Japanese.

All ages and all spaces are met together in one time and in one place.

The Vimalakirti Sutra (Yuima-kyo) in Japanese


Vimalakirti is a layman but he is wiser than any disciples of Buddha, like 
Manjusri. When Manjusri became sick, many people came to visit him, including 
Buddha and his close disciples, which signified Upaya (expedient means) to get a 
chance to talk about Buddha.  At the bed side, there is discussion about 
meditation. Buddha asks the question about the meditation of non-duality. All 
disciples tried to answer. At last Manjusri answered:



“In my view, there is nothing to say about all things, nothing to explain, 


nothing to show, nothing to know. Cut off from all questioning and 


answering-that is to enter the doctrine of nonduality.”


Then, he asked Vimalakirti to express his view. He remained silent and 


spoke no words. Buddha says “Well done. No signs, no words---that is 


indeed the doctrine of nonduality.”

The Sadhamapundarika or The Lotus Sutra (Myohorengekyo or Hokekyo) in Japanese


Doctrines of Upaya Convenient means -7 metaphors


Book 11-The Emergence of the Treasure Tower


Book 16-The Life Span of Bodhisattva


Book 20-The Bodhisattva of Never Disparaging


Book 25-The Universal gateway of the Bodhisattva Perceiver of the World 


    Sounds

