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e. Re-launch iMovie HD and proceed to Capturing.

Capturing (recording) a Video Clip

1. Launch iMovie HD. From the three options (Create a New Project, Open an Existing
Project, Make a Magic Movie), choose Create a New Project. The window below
will appear.

2. Name your project (folder) and make sure to save it to the desktop. This is a
temporary place for iMovie to store your uncompressed video clips. This folder
should be trashed after you export your final movie.

3. Make sure that the Input/Edit toggle is pushed to the left towards the camera (input)
icon. The toggle switch is shown below.

4. Cue up footage in camera to a few seconds before footage you want to capture. You
will be able to trim the excess off later. You should be able to see the paused movie
in the movie window on your computer.

5. When you are ready to begin recording, press play on the camera and click the
Import button in the iMovie window on the computer. iMovie will begin capturing.

6. To stop recording, click on the IMPORT button again. The movie clip will be named
Clip 01 and placed into one of the boxes to the right of the recording window (the
Clips Pane).

7. Repeat the capture process, starting with step 4 above, for any additional clips.

Easy Movie Making with Magic iMovie

A quick and easy alternative may be to use Magic iMovie. You can use Magic iMovie to
create a complete movie or get a head start on editing. Magic iMovie can automatically
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import video from your digital video camera, compose it into a movie, and send it to iDVD
so you can burn it on a DVD disc or save it in another format. You can choose a title,
transition style, and soundtrack and Magic iMovie does the rest.

1. Plug in your camcorder and launch iMovie HD.
2. From the three options that appear (Create a New Project, Open an Existing Project,

Make a Magic iMovie), choose Make a Magic iMovie.
3. Select a name for your project and where to save it.
4. The window below will appear. From the options displayed, you may select a movie

title, choose the type of a transition to be used between scenes, add a music
soundtrack or send the project to iDVD

iMovie HD automatically rewinds the tape in your camcorder and imports all your video.
After placing each clip on the timeline, it assembles your movie from start to finish, using
your choice of options.

Editing Clips

iMovie HD is in Edit Clip Mode when the Input/Edit toggle is pushed to the right, (toward
the scissors icon – see above). In Edit Clip Mode, you can change the speed, direction and
order of your clips. You can also split clips and add titles and transitions between clips to
replace jump cuts. Audio sounds can be added from built-in sound effects, CDs, and voice
recordings.

To edit your movie, you work in the area below the iMovie monitor. This area has two
views you can work in: the clip viewer and the timeline viewer.



4

The clip viewer, shown below, displays clips in the order that they will appear in your
movie. It shows you the clip sequence and transitions used in your movie. It is the easiest
view to use when you want to rearrange clips.

The timeline viewer, shown below, displays elements of your movie in more detail, letting
you zoom in on sections of the movie. It displays the movie’s video track and two audio
tracks. The timeline viewer allows you to do more precise video and audio editing.

Placing and Cropping a Clip

1. Click the timeline viewer button below the iMovie monitor. Drag a clip from
the clips pane to the large gray rectangular "timeline" at the bottom of the
screen.

2. You can play the clip by using the set of iMovie HD controls in the movie window.
As the movie clip plays, you can see the playhead travel along the movie timeline.
The number displayed next to the playhead is the number of seconds and frames up
to that point in the movie. (For example, a time of 03:15 would mean 3 seconds and
15 frames.)

3. When you are ready to edit the clip, drag the set of gray triangles below the timeline.
Drag the first triangle to the place on the timeline that you would like your clip to
begin. Drag the second triangle to the place on the timeline that you would like your
clip to end. The clip's timeline will be shaded between the start and stop points.

4. When you have positioned your start and stop triangles where you want them, go to
the Edit menu and choose Crop. This will crop the movie clip to the portion that you
selected. (The yellow portion of the timeline.) You can bring multiple clips to the
timeline in this fashion and edit to add them to your movie. Do SHIFT/CLICK to
select multiple clips for viewing in the timeline.



5

Splitting Clips

You can split single clips into two clips. This is useful if you want to keep an unused
portion of a clip on the shelf for later editing. It will save you from having to recapture
content.

1. Click once on the clip you want to split in the timeline.
2. Move the playhead on the timeline bar under the monitor to the frame where you

want to split the clip.
3. From the Edit menu, select Split Video at Playhead. The clip will split into two

individual clips.

Creating a Still Clip (single frame shot)

1. Select the desired clip and move the playhead to the frame you want to take a still
from.

2. From the Edit menu, choose Create Still Frame. The clip will remain still for its
entire duration.

Changing a Clip's Speed or Reversing a Clip’s Direction

1. In either the timeline or clip view, click once on the clip you want to adjust once to
highlight it.

2. Click on the Editing button below the clips pane and then click on the Video FX
button on the top right.

3. Select Fast/Slow/Reverse effect from the list of video effects that appear (see below).
4. Locate the Faster/Slower option at the bottom and drag the blue knob horizontally to

alter the speed, or click the Reverse Direction box to change the direction of the clip.
5. You will be able to preview the changes you make in the iMovie monitor.
6. Click the Apply button when you have the effect you want.

Adding Titles

Titles add descriptive text to your movie. You can use a variety of title styles, fonts, and
colors. Titles can be superimposed over portions of clips or added over black as a
separate clip. You can also modify titles after creating them. To access the title editing
options, click on the Editing button under the clip pane and choose the Titles tab.
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Adding a Title Over a Video Clip

1. Select the desired clip in the Timeline or Clip viewer.
2. Click the Editing button located beneath the clip pane, and then choose the Titles tab

(see image above).
3. Click on a style from the scrolling list in the titles palette (Bounce-Into-Center,

Centered Multiple, etc.) to select it.
4. Choose a font for your title from the font popup menu.
5. Uncheck the Over Black box if it is selected.
6. Choose a color by clicking on the Text Color box next to color and clicking on the

desired color. Select the desired text size by sliding the blue knob size horizontally
between the small 'A' and the large 'A'.

7. Type the text for your title into the text field(s) in the titles palette. Depending on the
style, there will be different options in the number of text fields, direction of entry,
etc.

8. In the titles palette, slide the blue knob to designate Speed (at which the title
solidifies) and Pause (duration of appearance).

9. Click the Preview play button beneath the iMovie monitor to see a preview of the
title over the clip.

10. Click the Add button in the titles palette to add the title over the selected clip. To add
a new clip (rather than just adding a title to an existing clip) with the content of the
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selected clip plus the title, drag the highlighted title style from the style list in the
title palette in front of the selected clip in the Timeline or Clip view. A title clip
appears in the clip viewer and a red progress bar under the clip indicates the time
remaining to render the title. The rendering (processing) of the title will vary
according to pause/speed input.

Adding a Title over Black

1. Click the Editing button located beneath the clip pane, and then choose the Titles
tab (see image above).

2. Click the Over Black box to check it.
3. Continue with steps 3-9 as described under Adding a Title Over a Video Clip

above, skipping step 5.
4. Select a clip in the Timeline or Clip viewer and then click the Add button in the

titles palette. The title over black clip will be added before the selected clip.

Editing Titles

1. Select the desired clip in the Timeline or Clip viewer.
2. Click the Editing button located beneath the clip pane, and then choose the Titles tab

(see image above).
3. Make the desired changes (see steps 3-10 under Adding a Title Over a Video Clip

above.)
4. Click the Update button in the titles palette.

Transitions

Transitions smooth the cuts between the clips. They can be added either to the beginning or
the end of a clip or between two clips. To access transitions, click on the Editing button
located beneath the clip pane, and then choose the Transitions tab (see image below).


