
 
Office of the Registrar 

  I n t e r n e t  S t u d e n t  I n f o r m a t i o n  S y s t e m  ISIS 

 
Search for Classes 

 
 

1)  Go to ISIS:  https://isis.mtholyoke.edu
 
2)  The “Search for Classes” option is found on all ISIS home pages in the black stripe across the top of 
the page, upper left corner. 
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https://isis.mtholyoke.edu/


 
The Search for Classes screen offers many search criteria options including days of the week, start and 
end times, and course types.   
 

Note: ISIS defaults the Term criteria at the top of the page to whatever term is most likely to be of 
interest.  But you may well need to change the term to access the courses you are looking for – 
for J-term courses, for example. 
 
Note also that the Term criteria will reset itself to the default term every time you return to this 
search page, so you will need to override that default whenever you want to look at courses for a 
different term. 

 
Enter any and all search criteria desired and then click on the Submit button at the bottom of the page.  
Two search criteria are required, one of them being the “Term”.  A list of courses that fit the search criteria 
will be returned to you in just a few seconds.   
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Use this to search for courses 
meeting certain distribution 
requirements, for first-year seminars, 
or for other course types 

Term is required.  The current semester will 
default in, you may change the term to find other 
terms that are available to search such as J-term. 

A single subject, course 
number or section number 
may be entered here

This option allows you to search for 
courses by level within department(s).  
Course levels are: 

• 100-introductory,  
• 200-intermediate,  
• 300-advanced, and  
• 400-graduate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Search for courses that meet particular days 

Enter instructor’s LAST NAME here. 

Enter a word or combination of words that appear in the title of 
a course such as “African American”  

Use these to search by meeting time.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Class Selection Results page provides information about individual courses that met your search 
criteria.  The information includes limits, enrollments, status, description etc.  This page also provides links 
to more-detailed information about the course, including its listing in the Course Catalogue. 
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Course 
status will tell 
you if a 
course is 
Open,  
Closed (full), 
or already has 
students on a 

See below 
for details 
about these 
two columns 

Capacity/Enrolled/Available/Waitlist column shows 
the course limit or capacity, the number of students 
currently enrolled, how many seats are now available, 
and the number of students on the waitlist. These 
figures are updated moment-by-moment as 
registration changes are made. 

Meeting times 
and assigned 
classrooms are 
displayed here. 
 
If you would like 
to see additional 
information (ie 
prerequisites, 
instructor email 
address etc), 
click on this 
field.  
 
Sample of 
additional info 
page provided

This column 
provides the 
course name 
(combination of 
department, 
course number 
and section 
number), 
synonym (A 
synonym is a 
number that is 
uniquely 
assigned to 
each course) 
and title. 
 
If you would like 
to see the 
course 
description for a 
particular 
course, click on 
this field. 
 

 
Crs Type - This column shows course characteristics including the following: 
 

• TP = Topics 
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• FY = First Year Seminar 
• WI = Writing Intensive 
• SI = Speaking Intensive 
• CBL = Community Based Learning 
• IA = Meets Humanities requirement – arts, language and literature 
• IB = Meets Humanities requirement – history, philosophy, religion 
• IIA = Meets Science requirement (non lab course) -- natural and physical sciences or mathematics, 

statistics, computer science 
• IIB = Meets Science requirement  (lab course) – natural and physical sciences 
• IIC = Meets Science requirement (non lab course) -- natural and physical sciences 
• IIIA = Meets Social Science requirement 
• MP = Meets Multicultural Perspectives requirement 
• LANG = Meets Language requirement 
• INSTY = Independent Study 
• PE = Contributes to Physical Education requirement 

 
PER-I -- If a “Y” is displayed, this course requires students to get the permission of the instructor to 
register for the class.  Students may email requests for permission to the instructor, by clicking on the 
meeting times column to see a page of course information which includes the instructor’s email address.   
If permission is granted, the instructor is to write directly to the Office of the Registrar.  The office will 
record the permission for each student.  The permission will show on the student’s “Approvals and Holds” 
ISIS screen.  Once the permission is recorded, it is the student’s responsibility to register herself into the 
course before the Add deadline. 
 
 
 
Sample of a Course Description found by clicking on the Course Name column for a specific 
course section: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sample of the additional course information page found by clicking on the Meeting Times of a 
specific course section.  
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• A Cross-listed course is a course that is offered under a few 
different departments ,for instance Cellular Metabolism is 
offered through the Biology, Chemistry and Biochemistry 
departments.  You may register for a cross-listed course 
through any of the departments. 

• Prerequisites are courses that must be completed prior to 
registration for this course.  They also include course 
limitations such as advanced class standing. 

• Corequisites are courses that you are required to register for 
in addition to the course you are looking at.  This includes 
labs for natural science courses. 

• Additional Comments are utilized by departments to provide 
more important information about a course. 
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