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- PHYSICS DEMYSTIFIED
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Sraft pronls by THAVE ROBETR

Elzabeth Fenstermacher, center, a student of Mount Holyoke College, shows o project involving losers o Michose! E. Smith
Middle Schoal students Lexy Moarra, left, and Michoe! Potter at the middie schoal Friday.

College outreach teaches physics

Sixth-graders got involved in hands-an physics experiments with
Mount Halyoke College volunteers.

By SAMDRA E. COMSTAMTIME

SRl wriled

SOUTH \HADLEY — Twenty-
seven sixth-groders at Michael E
Smith Mhdcdbe  Schood  furiousiy
rubhed their hancds on their desks
Friday, making them warm, at the
suggestion of Crin P. Hoffman,
physics lab=prafory  instroctor af
Wunt Haolyoke College

Hoffman explained 1o the sh-
gents in John J. Bogace's science
Elass thad heat generated by the
moion of rubbang dllusimtes o
physic property of how ane form
of energy can be changsl info an
gther such as heat

Hoffman was ar the &choo
Tharsday and Fridey fo talk o

maee  tham - 200 sixth-praders as
part of an ouireach program of the
oolsepe’s Socsety of Physics Siu-
dents, He and several college st-
dents set up experiments the sixth
graders could tnke part in to de
mysiily physics

“What we want to show them is
that with a knowledge of the basic
principles of physics they can do
any mumber of ings that aren’l
directly related to physics,” Hoff-
man said,

Mhe physics instructor wesl on
b sy anather @xarmple of how
the energy in motion can be trans-
[rmed into another form of ener
v by having 1 1-year-old K i
L, Hch 1 tem o0 b

The turming eenerated

EETHEr A

edeetrzcity that Gt wp a light bulb
The harder Schmidt cranked the
generalor the brighter amnd Ju:un;gu_:-:'-
lasting the light was

*Vliked it becawse | did not keow
that yow could trancfer energy into
light,”  Schmide said, explaining
that the experiment was moce fun
than reading about physics in a
bk,

[he students then split into
Eroups and [ook part o o range al
Cxperinsents with different col e
BT

Sucht Sara, o 2dsyear-okd
Mount Holvoke College junior
rm India, wsed o spear angd an
squarmm 1o illustrate how light
e relracied or distored when it
travels through water.

She lsad a stilent use a Baser io
spil & plastic Frog m the waler
flled aguariem ansd Then had the
student Try o s 2 higid
on what he & i

missed the frog by several inches
bhecwuse the light was refracted.
acoording [oSaria

*1 think it was neat. Now | can
try it when [ pgo fishing. [ never
kmew that before,” said Monica D,
Hosskothen, 11

“The students have been ahse- |
Iately terrific. They've been very
erthusiastic, They've been having
a wonderful me,” said Elizabeths
A, Fenslermacher. s 20-vear-old
Moumnd Holyoke Colbegs junior 7
from Sandwich taking part in the
pragrim |

“It's hands-pa the Kids are &cli- |
vely involved. It relates to our |
zith grade curriculum and they'll |

|
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D talking aboul I Tor weeks Lo
o, ” Bogace aaid

Sandra E. Constantine can be |
reaciied Ff scodstaniine Punion-
ITE WAL AT



