Imeportant J-terme Survey ow the Back!
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Dear Student:

February 20, 2007

The University of Massachusetts is considering a shift in its second semester calendar that might

significantly change, or even eliminate their January term. The foundation of the University’s discussion to
abolish J-term is the belief that their students are in class later than their peer institutions and are therefore

at a disadvantage.

As aresult of the discussion taking place at the University of Massachusetts, Mount Holyoke along with

Smith, Amherst and Hampshire Colleges are each evaluating their respective J-term programs and

investigating the options of keeping J-term the same, modifying the length of J-term in some capacity or
starting the spring semester earlier by canceling J-term. The administration is very receptive to student

cci

opinion and SGA wants YOUR feedback!

Below is a chart illustrating the six J-term options presently under consideration. Please read the below
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information and fill out the important survey on the back of this sheet. The survey is extremely important
because it will allow the individual voices of Mount Holyoke students to be heard in their own unique way.

UMass Ambherst is anticipated to make a decision regarding their J-term by the end of this semester.

- Mount Holyoke College’s Senior Administration will make their decision regarding J-term after the University

of Massachusetts, thus it is likely that this decision will occur at the end of this semester.
Your SGA will host M & C Talkbacks in every dorm on Tuesday. February 20", The Talkbacks are an

opportunity for all students to discuss the issue of J-term with SGA Senators, ask questions and give feedback
that will be relayed to President Creighton and the Administration.

SGA is conducting a survey (on the back of this sheet) asking pertinent questions regarding J-term participation
among students, which will allow us to present concrete feedback from the student body to the administration

that not only includes their opinions on J-term, but also lists how they would be affected by any changes.

J-term Background

Going back more than twenty-five years, Mount Holyoke College has had J-term in one form or another. In 1981, two

sessions of J-term- then called Winter Term- were required by all students in order to graduate. In 1983, the college’s
winter session became optional and known as J-term. Currently, students have the option to utilize in J-term on campus

by taking courses for academic credit, participating in non-credit courses, or working on independent study projects-

just to name a few. Students who are off campus during J-term have taken advantage of Mount Holyoke sponsored
study abroad and travel opportunities as well as internships, and various other programs. In the late 1990°s and early

Mount Holyoke College administration is considering abolishing J-term.

mtholyoke.edu/org/sga

Key: UM = UMass Amherst

2000 J-term participation began to slip and Mount Holyoke dedicated several resources to revitalize it. Currently, the

Option 1

Current Calendar
(No Changes)

Option 2

UM: 2 weeks earlier
MHC: no change

Option 3

UM: 1 week earlier
MHC: no change

Option 4

All College start
1 week earlier

Option 5

UM: 1 week
earlier
MHC: no change

Option 6

All College start
1 week earlier

START MHC and UM = MHC starts 2 weeks MHC starts 1 week MHC and UM = MHC starts 1 week MHC and UM =
TIMES Same Start Time later than UM later than UM Same Start Time later than UM Time Same Start Time
END UM ends 1 week MHC ends 1 week later MHC and UM = UM ends 1 week MHC and UM = UM ends 1 week
TIMES later than MHC than UM Same Ending Time later than MHC Same Ending Time later than MHC
SPRING . . . . . Same Spring
BREAK Same Spring Break Same Spring Break Same Spring Break | Same Spring Break | Same Spring Break Break
TUITION No Change No Change No Change No Change No Change No Change







