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Psychology and Education
• 233, Educational Psychology

• One laboratory at the 300 level

• The following education courses:

• Education 205, Racism and Inequality
in Schools and Society or 220, Foun-
dations of Multicultural Education

All majors whether Option I or II must take
courses at the 200 or 300 level in at least three
of the five areas of the psychology curricu-
lum; at least one course must be from areas D
or E. The five areas of the psychology cur-
riculum are: A) social psychology; B) per-
sonality and abnormal psychology;
C) developmental and educational psychol-
ogy; D) perception, cognition, and language;
and E) biological bases of behavior.

Additional Courses for Option I
• Education 300, The Process of Teaching

and Learning: Developing Literacy in
Early Childhood and Elementary Schools

• Education 322, Practicum Seminar on
Teaching and Learning: Early Childhood
and Elementary Education

• Education 323, Student Teaching in Early
Childhood and Elementary Schools

• Education 320 (January Term), Observ-
ing and Assisting in Inclusive Classrooms
(junior or senior year) or Educational
Studies 301, Education in South Africa

• Education 325, The Process of Teaching
and Learning: Developing Math/Sci-
ence/Technology Instruction and Cur-
riculum

In addition, applicants for the elementary li-
cense (1–6) should plan their distribution
courses so that they will fulfill general educa-
tion requirements in math, humanities, and
social sciences consistent with field of knowl-
edge requirements designated by the Massa-
chusetts State Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education as appropriate for the
elementary license. Applicants for the early
childhood license (PreK-2) must enroll in
Psychology 331, Lab in Early Social and Per-
sonality Development. See Ms. Reilly Carlisle,

The interdisciplinary majors in psychology
and education and the minor in education
leading to teacher licensure are administered
by the Department of Psychology and Educa-
tion: Professors Lawrence, Ramsey; Associate
Professor Packard; Assistant Professor Reilly
Carlisle.

Contact Persons

Cheryl McGraw, senior administrative
assistant

Sandra M. Lawrence, director,
Secondary/Middle Teacher Licensure
Program

Lenore Reilly Carlisle, director, Early
Childhood/Elementary Teacher Licensure
Program

Sarah Frenette, Five College Teacher Licensure
Coordinator

No major is offered in education alone. There
are two psychology and education majors:
Option I (leading to teacher licensure in early
childhood education (PreK–2) or elementary
education (1–6) and Option II (not leading
to teacher licensure). Both are interdiscipli-
nary majors. Students who pursue an inter-
disciplinary major automatically fulfill the
College’s “outside the major” requirement
(see p. 8).

Requirements for the Major in
Psychology and Education

Credits
• Option I—A minimum of 60 credits (in-

cluding the practicum)

• Option II—46 credits

• At least 20 of these credits must be at the
300 level in two or more disciplines.

Courses (for both Option I and II)

The following psychology courses:

• A 100-level psychology course

• 200, Research Methods in Psychology

• 201, Statistics

• 230, Developmental Psychology
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• This option requires a minimum
of 4 credits of Education 395.

Requirements for the Minor in
Education (with Teacher
Licensure)

The minor in education (with teacher licen-
sure) provides students with the course work
necessary for applying to Mount Holyoke’s
teacher licensure programs. Information
about the teacher licensure programs, proce-
dures for admittance into one of the pro-
grams, and required course work follows.

Teacher Licensure Programs

Currently, Mount Holyoke College is ap-
proved by the state of Massachusetts to offer
“initial” licensure programs in the following
areas: early childhood education (PreK–2),
elementary education (1–6), biology (5–8)
and (8–12), chemistry (8–12), earth science
(5–8) and (8–12), physics (8–12), English (5–
8) and (8–12), history (5–8) and (8–12),
mathematics (5–8) and (8–12), political sci-
ence (5-8) and (8-12), French (5-12), Ger-
man (5-12), Italian (5–12), Latin and classical
humanities (5–12), Russian (5–12), Spanish
(5–12), dance (all levels), music (all levels),
theatre (all levels), visual art (PreK–8) and
(5–12).

Procedures and Courses of Study

Students who wish to pursue teacher licen-
sure at Mount Holyoke must complete the
following: 1) attend an initial advising ses-
sion with Sarah Frenette, Five College
Teacher Licensure Coordinator, by the mid-
dle of the sophomore year in order to iden-
tify course work in the major and in the arts
and sciences necessary for licensure, 2) enroll
in a sequence of courses in the psychology
and education department constituting the
education minor, 3) attend follow-up advis-
ing sessions with Ms. Reilly Carlisle (early
childhood or elementary) or Ms. Lawrence
(middle and secondary, foreign language,
music, and visual art programs) as well as ad-
visors in the major to assist with course selec-
tion necessary for teacher licensure, and 4)
complete the application process for the

Ms. Lawrence, or Ms. Frenette for assistance
in selecting this course work.

Additional Courses for Option II
• Education 320 (January Term), Observ-

ing and Assisting in Inclusive Classrooms
or Education 324, Observing and Assist-
ing in Early Childhood and Elementary
Settings (junior or senior year) or Educa-
tion 332, Observing and Assisting in
Middle and Secondary Educational Set-
tings (junior or senior year) or Educa-
tional Studies 301, Education in South
Africa

• An additional laboratory course at the
300 level. The laboratory requirement
may be satisfied in either of two ways:

1. By electing one course from among:

• Psychology 310, Laboratory: Re-
search Methods in Social Psychol-
ogy

• 323, Laboratory in Qualitative Re-
search

• 324, Laboratory in Personality Re-
search: Quantitative Methods

• 325, Laboratory in Psychological
Assessment

• 326, Laboratory in Personality
and Abnormal Psychology

• 330, Laboratory in Developmen-
tal Psychology

• 331, Laboratory in Early Social
and Personality Development

• 340, Laboratory in Perception and
Cognition

• 350, Laboratory in Behavioral
Neuroscience

• 351, Laboratory in Animal Learn-
ing and Animal Behavior

Or

2. By electing an independent research
project:

• The project must include analysis
of data (e.g., quantitative, qualita-
tive, archival, biographical), using
any empirical method (e.g., ex-
periment, case study, interview)
and must be presented orally to
the department at the end of the
semester.
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work described under the psychology and ed-
ucation major (the course work for the
teacher licensure minor is included within
the major). All applicants for the elementary
license (1–6) should plan their distribution
courses so that they will fulfill general educa-
tion requirements in math, humanities, and
social sciences consistent with field of knowl-
edge requirements designated by the Massa-
chusetts State Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education as appropriate for the
elementary license. See Ms. Reilly Carlisle,
Ms. Lawrence, or Ms. Frenette for assistance
in selecting this course work.

Required Courses for the Education
Minor Specific to Teaching Licenses in
Middle or Secondary Education,
Foreign Language, Dance, Music,
Theatre, or Visual Art

Students pursuing middle or secondary (as
well as foreign language, dance, music, the-
atre, or visual art) licensure must take Psy-
chology 230 or 236 depending on the license
sought and Psychology 233; either Education
205 or 220; either Education 320j or Educa-
tional Studies 301, and Education 330, 331
and 333; and a subject-specific methods of
teaching course at one of the Five Colleges.
Students pursuing teacher licensure in music
must enroll in a sequence of music education
methods courses at UMass in lieu of Educa-
tion 330.

Application to the Practicum Semester

Candidates for teacher licensure at all levels
must apply to participate in the practicum
semester between December 1 and January 8
of their junior year. In addition to complet-
ing an application form and having an inter-
view with the program director, students
must submit a resumé, transcript of good ac-
ademic standing, a copy of their current de-
gree audit, evidence of passing the
appropriate components of the MTEL for the
license sought, two faculty recommendations,
and a written essay. Following completion of
prerequisite courses offered in their chosen
major and in the Department of Psychology
and Education and acceptance into the

practicum year. Part of the application
process includes passing all components of
the Massachusetts Tests for Educator Licen-
sure (MTEL) before the spring practicum.

Mount Holyoke College Pass Rates of
MTEL

Federal regulations require that results of
state-mandated teacher tests be reported an-
nually in college catalogues and in other pub-
lished information pertaining to the teacher
education programs. The results for Mount
Holyoke College for 2009–2010 are as fol-
lows:

One hundred percent of the 22 2009–2010
program completers passed the reading and
writing sections of the Massachusetts Test for
Educator Licensure. One hundred percent of
the 17 program completers who took the
Foundations of Reading section of the Mas-
sachusetts Test for Educator Licensure
passed. Pass rates are not reported for aca-
demic areas where there were less than ten
students who took the test. Therefore, there
are no individual reports for results for early
childhood (8), general curriculum multi-sub-
ject and mathematics subtests (9), French 5–
12 (1), history 8–12 (1), visual art PreK–8
(2), and visual art 5-12 (1). The aggregate
score for the 22 students who took a total of
22 subject areas was 100 percent. The sum-
mary total and aggregate score for the twenty
two students who took both the basic skills
and specific subject area tests was 100 per-
cent.

Required Courses for the Education
Minor Specific to the Early Childhood
and Elementary Teaching License

Students pursuing early childhood or ele-
mentary licensure with a major in any disci-
pline other than Psychology and Education
must take Psychology 230 and 233; either Ed-
ucation 205 or 220; 300, 320j or Educational
Studies 301, and Education 325, 322, and
323. Early childhood (PreK–2) applicants
must also take Psychology 331. Students pur-
suing early childhood or elementary licensure
with an interdisciplinary major in Psychology
and Education (Option I) must follow course
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2D representations. The measurement com-
ponent will provide opportunities to examine
different attributes of size, develop facility in
composing and decomposing shapes, and
apply these skills to make sense of formulas
for area and volume. As we explore the con-
ceptual issues of length, area, and volume and
their complex interrelationships, we will also
examine how children develop these ideas.
Does not meet a distribution requirement
J. Lester
Prereq. Permission of instructor; 4 credits

205fs Racism and Inequality in Schools and
Society
(Community-Based Learning course; writ-
ing-intensive course) What is race? Who de-
cides? Are we a “postracial” society? This
course focuses on historical, social, psycho-
logical, and legal underpinnings of the social
construction of race and examines how per-
spectives on race have influenced the lives of
students and teachers in schools. Class ses-
sions compare the old vs. “new” racism, con-
trast the workings of white privilege with
calls for white responsibility, explore perspec-
tives on the “achievement” and “opportunity”
gaps, and examine how antiracist pedagogies
can address inequities in education at the
curricular, interpersonal, and institutional
levels. Essays, response papers, field experi-
ences, and a digital media project are re-
quired.
Meets multicultural requirement; meets Social
Sciences III-A requirement
S. Lawrence
Prereq. sophomore, junior, senior or permission
of instructor; Prepracticum required; 4 credits

233fs Educational Psychology
(Community-Based Learning course; See
Psychology 233)
Meets Social Sciences III-A requirement
The department, B. Packard
Prereq. so, jr, sr; Practicum required; 4 credits

234s Differences in Learning
(Same as Psychology 234) The course will
survey the etiology, diagnosis, and remedia-
tion of a variety of learning differences and
special needs. Conditions such as dyslexia, at-
tention deficit disorder, and autism will be
examined. It will provide an introduction to
interpreting test results, systematic behavioral

practicum semester, students are eligible to
enroll in a student teaching practicum of-
fered in the spring semester of their senior
year.

Ninth-Semester Program

This program is intended for students who
cannot complete all of the teaching program
requirements before graduation (not avail-
able for Psychology and Education major,
Option I). Students may apply between De-
cember 1 and January 8 of their junior year
to return to the College the spring semester
after graduation to do their student teaching
practicum semester at the cost of one credit.

Some restrictions will apply.

Obtaining a Teaching License
from the Massachusetts
Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education

To become eligible for licensure in the state
of Massachusetts through Mount Holyoke’s
curriculum, students must 1) successfully
complete the requirements of a Mount
Holyoke teacher licensure program, 2) pass
all the appropriate components of the Massa-
chusetts Tests for Educator Licensure
(MTEL), and 3) submit licensure application
materials and fees to the Massachusetts De-
partment of Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation. Once candidates obtain licensure in
Massachusetts, they are eligible for licensure
in many other states through reciprocity
agreements arranged by the Massachusetts
Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education.

Course Offerings

202f Examining Features of Shape and
Measuring Space in One, Two, and Three
Dimensions
(Same as Mathematics 201) We will work
with 2D and 3D shapes, develop mathemati-
cal vocabulary regarding features of shapes,
and explore definitions and properties of
geometric objects. The seminar includes a
study of angle, similarity, congruence, and
the relationship between 3D objects and their
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education programs, understanding Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act policies
and placement options, interpreting Individ-
ualized Education Program plans, and plan-
ning curriculum for inclusive classrooms.
Does not meet a distribution requirement
L. ReillyCarlisle, S. Lawrence
Prereq. One of the following: Psychology 230,
233, 236, Education 205, Educational Studies
215 or permission of instructor. Three
mandatory meetings (2 hours each): two in
November and one in Feb. Prepracticum: five
days a week for three weeks in January:
permission to participate in prepracticum
experience for credit is contingent upon
attendance at the meetings in November.
Consult Ms. Lawrence or Ms. Carlisle in
October for exact dates of the November course
meetings.; This course is required of all
students pursuing teacher licensure. Graded on
a credit/no credit basis.; 2 credits

322s Practicum Seminar on Teaching and
Learning: Early Childhood and Elementary
Education
This weekly seminar provides students with
opportunities to examine curriculum devel-
opment models, develop an integrated cur-
riculum unit utilizing state and national
content area standards, review researched
based models of classroom management, and
engage in dialogue with practicing teachers
regarding numerous aspects of teaching and
student learning. Additional topics covered
include the arts in education, physical educa-
tion, legal obligations of teachers, and home-
school communication. As is the case in all
pre-licensure programs, there is continued
emphasis on addressing the needs of students
with disabilities and English Language Learn-
ers.
Does not meet a distribution requirement
L. ReillyCarlisle
Prereq. Limited to students accepted into the
practicum year program; 4 credits

323s Student Teaching in Early Childhood
and Elementary Schools
Students participate in full-time student
teaching in early childhood and elementary
classrooms for 12 weeks. During this semes-
ter-long field-based placement, students hone
classroom management skills, implement an

observations, evaluating clinical information,
diagnostic hypothesizing, and planning indi-
vidualized educational programs. The prin-
ciples of inclusion and their implications for
children will be explored. Requires a field
component.
Meets Social Sciences III-A requirement
The department
Prereq. A 100 level course in psychology, 230 or
236, and 233; Prepracticum required; 4 credits

295fs Independent Study
Independent study programs are arranged
with individual faculty members in the de-
partment.
Does not meet a distribution requirement
The department
Prereq. permission of instructor; 1-4 credits

300s The Process of Teaching and Learning:
Developing Literacy in Early Childhood and
Elementary Schools
(Community-Based Learning course; speak-
ing-intensive course) Through a balanced
and integrated approach students will learn
to develop literacy in early childhood/ele-
mentary schools. Class members will learn
about emergent literacy, diagnosing language
needs, integrating phonics skills in a litera-
ture-based program, the teaching of process
writing, children’s fiction and nonfiction lit-
erature, and the use of portfolios for assess-
ment. Course required for spring semester
practicum students. Course evaluation is
based on written and oral work done individ-
ually and in groups. Requires a prepracticum.
Does not meet a distribution requirement
S. Frenette
Prereq. limited to students accepted to the
practicum year program; Prepracticum
required; 4 credits

320j Observing and Assisting in Inclusive
Classrooms
Students are expected to complete a super-
vised field experience full-time every day
during the January Term in an inclusive
classroom in a school setting. Placements can
be located within or outside of the Five Col-
lege area. In addition to the field experience
component, students attend three course
meetings (detailed below). Reading and
writing assignments focus on a survey of
learning disabilities, descriptions of special
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emphasis will be on learning diverse manage-
ment and instructional practices, such as the
use of manipulatives, problem solving, coop-
erative learning, and project-based learning.
Students will become more adept at develop-
ing effective approaches to using assessment
to guide instruction. Early childhood candi-
dates will visit Gorse Children’s Center to
learn about resources for pre-K students.
Does not meet a distribution requirement
The department
Prereq. Limited to students accepted in the
practicum year program; Pre-practicum
required; 4 credits

330f The Process of Teaching and Learning
in Secondary and Middle Schools
(Community-Based Learning course) This
course is intended to help prepare prospec-
tive secondary and middle school teachers for
effective classroom instruction. The philo-
sophical bases and current research behind
classroom practices are also examined. Spe-
cific course activities focus on teaching in
multicultural ways, establishing the class-
room climate, choosing instructional ap-
proaches, designing curricula, assessing and
attending to the needs of learners, evaluating
student performance, and providing for
classroom community leadership. Requires a
prepracticum.
Does not meet a distribution requirement
S. Lawrence
Prereq. limited to students accepted to the
practicum year program; Prepracticum
required; 4 credits

331s Student Teaching in Secondary and
Middle Schools

Spring 2012

331s(1)
Students undertake full-time supervised stu-
dent teaching in secondary or middle school
subjects, the visual arts, or music classrooms.
Group seminars and individual conferences
are held to discuss issues of classroom prac-
tice. Evaluation of performance is deter-
mined by on-site visits and by written
assignments. This course is graded on a
credit/no credit basis.
S. Lawrence
Prereq. Sr, Education 330 and 320j, and

extended integrated curriculum unit, deliver
lessons in all content areas, and develop a
wide range of assessment skills. The
practicum culminates in two weeks of Lead
Teaching, during which the student is re-
sponsible for managing all aspects of the
classroom program. Students work with
classroom teachers and college supervisors to
address Professional Teaching Standards as
required by the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts’ Pre-service Performance Assessment
Program.
Does not meet a distribution requirement
L. ReillyCarlisle
Prereq. Sr, Education 300, 325 and 320j, and
permission of instructor; 5 days a week for 12
weeks; full-time student teaching in school site
(includes Mount Holyoke College’s spring
break); limited to students accepted to the
practicum year program. This course is graded
on a credit/no credit basis.; 10 credits

324fs Observing and Assisting in Early
Childhood and Elementary Settings
Discussions and fieldwork provide the stu-
dent with an opportunity to understand the
classroom as a learning community. The tu-
torial includes several meetings focusing on
the student’s participant observations and as-
signed readings. Fieldwork includes a mini-
mum of 20 hours on site, individually
scheduled in early childhood (pre K-2) or el-
ementary (1-6) settings. Assessment includes
in-progress reports and a final project related
to fieldwork. Course graded on a credit/no
credit basis.
Does not meet a distribution requirement
L. ReillyCarlisle
Prereq. permission of instructor; 1 credit (20
hours of prepracticum); 2 credits (40 hours or
more of prepracticum); 1-2 credits

325f The Process of Teaching and Learning:
Developing Math/Science/Technology
Instruction and Curriculum
(Community-Based Learning course) Stu-
dents will learn about inquiry-based sci-
ence/math curriculum and use of technology
in the classroom. They will construct more
extensive understandings of science/math in-
struction by developing lessons that imple-
ment the Massachusetts Frameworks. At the
Hitchcock Center and in classes on campus,
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secondary school settings, review researched-
based models of instruction, and classroom
management, and engage in dialogue with
professionals regarding numerous aspects of
teaching and student learning. Additional
topics covered include reviewing the legal ob-
ligations of teachers, addressing the needs of
students with disabilities, English language
learners, and developing effective communi-
cation between home and school.
S. Lawrence
Prereq. Limited to students who have been
accepted into the practicum year program; 4
credits

333s(2) Amherst College Students Only
This section for Amherst College students
only. This weekly seminar provides students
with opportunities to design and discuss case
studies involving adolescents in middle and
secondary school settings, review researched-
based models of instruction, and classroom
management, and engage in dialogue with
professionals regarding numerous aspects of
teaching and student learning. Additional
topics covered include reviewing the legal ob-
ligations of teachers, addressing the needs of
students with disabilities, English language
learners, and developing effective communi-
cation between home and school.
S. Lawrence
Prereq. Limited to students who have been
accepted into the practicum year program; 4
credits

395fs Independent Study
Does not meet a distribution requirement
The department
Prereq. jr, sr, permission of instructor; 1-8
credits

permission of instructor; 5 days a week for 12
weeks; full-time student teaching in school sites
(includes Mount Holyoke College’s spring
break); students must apply for and be accepted
into the practicum semester a year prior to the
practicum; 10 credits

331s(2) Amherst College Students Only
This section for Amherst College students
only. Students participate in full-time stu-
dent teaching in middle or secondary class-
rooms for 12 weeks. During this
semester-long field-based placement, stu-
dents hone classroom management skills, de-
sign and implement curriculum, and develop
a wide range of assessment skills. Students
work with classroom teachers and college su-
pervisors to address Professional Teaching
Standards as required by the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts’ Pre-service Performance
Assessment Program
S. Lawrence
Prereq. Sr, Education 330 and 320j, and
permission of instructor; 5 days a week for 12
weeks; full-time student teaching in school sites
(includes Mount Holyoke College’s/Amherst
College’s spring break); students must apply for
and be accepted into the practicum semester a
year prior to the practicum; 8 credits

332fs Observing and Assisting in Secondary
and Middle School Educational Programs
This is a fieldwork-based independent study
course. During the fall and spring semesters
it involves 20 to 40 hours of individually
scheduled fieldwork in a secondary or middle
school classroom or educational program.
Students keep a reflective journal, read rele-
vant articles and essays, meet regularly with
the instructor, and write a final report. This
course is graded on a credit/no credit basis.
Does not meet a distribution requirement
S. Lawrence
Prereq. permission of instructor; 1-2 credits

333s Practicum Seminar on Teaching and
Learning: Middle and Secondary Education

Spring 2012

333s(1)
This weekly seminar provides students with
opportunities to design and discuss case
studies involving adolescents in middle and
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