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Review Sheet for Final Examination, Spring 2003

History 121:  The Middle Ages

NOTE:  In preparing these questions, please consult both Hollister/Bennett and your class notes.  Please Review your Quizzes.

Identification  (Choose XXX of the following)

1. Crusade

2. Frederick II

3. A Charter

4. Bernard of Clairvaux

5. Abbot Suger

6. Eleanor of Aquitane

7. Blanche of Castile

8. Domesday Book

9. La Sainte Chapelle

10. Harald Hardradi

11. Song of Roland
12. Urban II

13. Heloise

14. Gregory VII

15. Relics

Dates (10 dates total)
1. Call of Urban II to the First Crusade

2. Battle of Hastings, invasion of England by William

3. Coronation of Charlemagne

4. Fall of Jerusalem to El Saladin

5. Founding of Cluny

6. Death of King Louis IX of France 

7. Sack of Constantinople by Venetians and Crusaders

8. Death of Frederick II

9. Peter Abelard and Heloise in Paris (approximately)

10. Unam Sanctam of Boniface VIII

Questions for short essays: (Some of the following will be on the exam.)

1. What are the principal powers of a king (e.g., Louis IX, Henry II, Frederick II), and how (ideally) does monarchical rule differ from republican government (e.g., United States)?

2. William the Conqueror’s planning for the invasion of England in 1066 went far beyond merely crossing the Channel and defeating Harold Godwinson at Hastings.  As a descendant of good Vikings, William foresaw other crucial objectives, as well.  What were some of the other parts of William’s strategy for conquest?

3. The growth of the High Middle Ages (1075 on) in the cities of northern Europe and northern Italy results from a wide number of factors (economic, political, agricultural, social).  What are four significant factors that allow us to speak of the rise of cities?

4. The Capetian kings of France (started by Hugh Capet, 987) that ruled France to the year 1328 followed a successful strategy to consolidate their rule.  What were the three major points in this strategy?

5. The crusades that began in Western Europe had mixed results.  For what reason did the pope call the crusades?  For what reasons did the crusaders themselves go on these crusades?

6. The reform of Cluny in 910(911) was a radical change in the monastic movement of Western Europe because it separated the monastic institution (e.g., Cluny and its lands) from the patronage, protection, and control of the lord in whose territory the monastery was located.  This movement would have ramifications later on as members of the clergy demanded “liberty of the Church.” What was the major ramification of this demand?

7. Among the many new types of business activities in medieval Europe, the traffic in relics became a lucrative one after the crusades began.  What are relics?  Why would good Christians be interested in owning them?  What were some reasons that this trade thrived?

8. Peter Abelard emerged from a family of knights in Brittany (not far from Normandy) in the early 12th century.  Instead of inheriting his father’s estate and becoming a knight, possibly a crusader, he chose instead to study dialectic (i.e., logic).  Abelard, however, did not totally leave his family’s mores behind him. In what ways did he continue this life as a scholar, and in what ways did the new learning itself reflect that knightly life?

9. Heresy (and dissent) became a major problem for the Church in the 11th and 12th centuries.  What was heresy by definition?  What values did it subvert in the knightly culture of Europe at this time?

10. King Louis of France and Emperor Frederick II are two prominent monarchs of the 13th century.  One was canonized (1297), while the other condemned, excommunicated, and shunned into the outer darkness.  Why were they so different, at least from the pope’s point of view?

Reading Passages [Be familiar with all the readings here.  Some other passages from texts you are familiar with will also appear on the exam.  Reading Passages:  Choose four of the following ten passages.  Identify the passage, give the author, date (roughly), and discuss briefly its significance: 

(1) “KNOW, then, that I am come from a certain town which was built on the way into lesser Brittany, distant some eight miles, as I think, eastward from the city of Nantes, and in its own tongue called Palets. Such is the nature of that country, or, it may be, of them who dwell there -- for in truth they are quick in fancy -- that my mind bent itself easily to the study of letters. Yet more, I had a father who had won some smattering of letters before he had girded on the soldier's belt. And so it came about that long afterwards his love thereof was so strong that he saw to it that each son of his should be taught in letters even earlier than in the management of arms. Thus indeed did it come to pass. And because I was his first born, and for that reason the more dear to him, he sought with double diligence to have me wisely taught. For my part, the more I went forward in the study of letters, and ever more easily, the greater became the ardour of my devotion to them, until in truth I was so enthralled by my passion for learning that, gladly leaving to my brothers the pomp of glory in arms, the right of heritage and all the honors that should have been mine as the eldest born, I fled utterly from the court of Mars that I might win learning in the bosom of Minerva. And -- since I found the armory of logical reasoning more to my liking than the other forms of philosophy, I exchanged all other weapons for these, and to the prizes of victory in war I preferred the battle of minds in disputation. Thenceforth, journeying through many provinces, and debating as I went, going whithersoever I heard that the study of my chosen art most flourished, I became such an one as the Peripatetics.” 

(2) Among the many words of the holy fathers some seem not only to differ from one another but even to contradict one another.  Hence it is not presumptuous to judge concerning those by whom the world itself will be judged.  Bearing in mind our foolishness, we believe that our understanding is defective rather than the writings of those to whom truth himself said, ‘It is not you who speak but the spirit of your father who speaks in you.’  Why should it seem surprising if we, lacking the guidance of the holy spirit, fail to understand them?”

(3) “On the other hand, the Normans passed the whole night in confessing their sins, and received the communion of the Lord’s body in the morning. Their infantry, with bows and arrows, formed the vanguard, while their cavalry, divided into wings, was placed in the rear. The duke, with serene countenance, declaring aloud that God would favor his as being the righteous side, called for his arms; and when, through the haste of his attendants, he had put on his hauberk the hind part before, he corrected the mistake with a laugh, saying "The power of my dukedom shall be turned into a kingdom." Then starting the Song of Roland, in order that the warlike example of that hero might stimulate the soldiers, and calling on God for assistance, the battle commenced on both sides, and was fought with great ardor, neither side giving ground during the greater part of the day.”

(4) “Having leveled the illegitimate castles, and having restored t the nuns of Saint-John their lost estates, the king turned to deal with the city of Amiens.  There a certain tyrant named Adam had fortified himself in the city’s keep and had laid waste to the city’s churches and neighborhoods. _____  besieged the tower for nearly two years, finally taking it from the defenders.  Having taken the tower, he completely destroyed it, bringing peace to the region at last, and thereby carrying out his duties as king, for ‘it is not for nothing that (rulers) hold the power of the sword’ (Romans 13:4). . . “

Choose two of the following for your final essay:  

1. Acceleration of the economy of western Europe after the first crusading expeditions to the eastern Mediterranean.

2. The causes for the growth of towns in northern Europe and northern Italy.

3. The emergence of literacy (once centered in the monasteries, but in the 13th century centered in the cities), and slowly migrating from being a monopoly of the Church to a pursuit of lay society.

4. Einhardt’s Life of Charlemagne and the anonymous author of The Song of Roland write about the same era and the same individuals (Charlemagne, Roland, Oliver, etc.), and yet the worlds of these two writers was quite different.  What had changed between these two eras (economically, politically, socially, religiously)?  Discuss.

5. Discuss the struggle of the Church and State (over issues of legal jurisdiction, immunities from taxation, control of property, incursions into one another’s prerogatives for managing its own affairs), starting with the foundation of Cluny down to Boniface VIII.  What were some of the milestones in this contest?

