
Math 202 Practice with Sums 28 February 2002

Instructions: For each problem, write out the first few terms and the last
term of the sum, then use a calculator to find a decimal approximation of
the sum’s value.
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Solution: We have

15∑

k=1

1

2k
=

1

2
+

1

4
+

1

6
+ · · ·+ 1

30
.

The calculator says the sum is approximately 1.6591.
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