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CURRENT POSITION  

HOWARD UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW, Washington, DC 

 Dean and Professor of Law (July 2014-present) 

Teaching: Legislation and Regulation, Administrative Law, Inequality and Education, 

Leadership for Lawyers 

Co-Chair, University Gun Violence Prevention Task force meeting (2022) 

Co-Chair, University Homecoming Policy Conference (Fall 2020) 

Chief Financial Officer Search Committee (Summer 2021) 

Chair, Dean Search Committee for the School of Business (2019-2020) 

Co-Chair, University Committee to Develop Standards for New Academic Programs (2019) 

 Chair, Section on Law Deans, American Association of Law Schools (2019) 

Member of Planning Committee for the Deans’ Forum, American Association of Law 

Schools (2019) 

Co-Chair, Howard University Sesquicentennial Committee (2016-2017) 

Chair, Dean Search Committee for the College of Engineering, Architecture, and Computer 

Science (Fall 2015) 

Provost Search Committee (Spring 2015) 

 

FELLOWSHIP 

 

AMERICAN COUNCIL ON EDUCATION FELLOWSHIP, BROWN UNIVERSITY (2021-2022) 

EDUCATION 

HARVARD LAW SCHOOL, J.D., June 1999 

 Honors and Activities: Civil Rights-Civil Liberties Law Review, Managing Editor 

 Conference Chair, Law and the Market in Education Reform 

 Civil Rights Project Clinic 

 Black Law Students Association, Executive Board 

 

YALE UNIVERSITY, B.A., May 1996 

Honors and Activities: Distinction in the Major 

 Ngoze Sabe Leadership Award 

 Yale Black Political Forum- Co-Founder & Co-Chair 

 Freshman Counselor Program, Counselor 

The Yale Herald, Opinion Editor and Staff Writer 

 

Thesis:    The Social Engineers: Charles Hamilton Houston and Howard 

Law School 1929-1935 

 



JUDICIAL CLERKSHIP 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE FIFTH CIRCUIT, Shreveport, LA 

Law Clerk to the Honorable Carl E. Stewart (Aug. 1999-Aug. 2000) 

PUBLICATIONS  

Law Review Articles 

“A New Era for Desegregation,” 28:2 Ga. St. L. Rev. 423 (2012). 

“After Unitary Status: Examining Voluntary Integration Strategies for Southern School 

Districts,” 88:3 N. C. L. REV. 877 (2010). 

“Educating at the Crossroads:  Parents Involved, No Child Left Behind, and School Choice,” 

69:5 OHIO STATE L.J. 911 (2008). 

“The Accountability Cycle:  The Recovery School District Act and New Orleans’ Charter 

Schools,” 40:1 CONN. L. REV. 125 (2007). 

“The Importance of Negotiated Rulemaking To the No Child Left Behind Act,” 85:4 NEB. L. 

REV. 1015 (2007). 

“Narrative Highground: The Failure of Intervention as a Procedural Device in Affirmative 

Action Litigation,” 53 CASE W. RES. L. REV. 103 (Fall 2003). 

“Texas Ten Percent Plan” (with D. Spencer), 34 HARV. C.R.-C.L. 245 (1999). 

Essays and Other Law Review Publications 

“Socioeconomic Integration and the Law School Admissions Process—A Response to Richard 

Sander,” 88:4 DENVER L. REV. 845 (invited symposium) (2011). 

“In Search of Equality: Equal Protection Challenges to State Bans on the Admission of 

Undocumented Immigrants to Public Colleges and Universities,” 2011:2 MICH. ST. L. REV. 357 

(selected AALS Call for Papers) (2011). 

“Not Very Collegial: Exploring Bans on Undocumented Immigrant Admissions to State Colleges 

and Universities” (with Marcia Yablon-Zug), 3:3 CHARLESTON L. REV. 421 (2009). 

“Is Brown Dying?  Exploring the Resegregation Trend in Our Public Schools,” 49 N.Y.L. SCH. 

L. REV. 1085 (2004-2005) (invited symposium). 

Book Chapters 

“The Power of Intervention in Affirmative Action Cases” in Critical Race Civil Procedure 



(2022). 

“Hamilton and the Telling of Racial Fables” in Hamilton and the Law (2020). 

“Accountability Charter Schools” in OUR PROMISE: ACHIEVING EDUCATIONAL EQUALITY FOR 

ALL AMERICA’S CHILDREN (2009). 

“The Recovery School District Act and New Orleans’ Charter Schools” in LAW & DISASTERS: 

CHILDREN AND THE LAW AFTER THE KATRINA DISASTER (2008). 

PREVIOUS PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA SCHOOL OF LAW, Columbia, South Carolina 

 Associate Dean for Academic Affairs (July 2011-July 2014) 

 School of Law Distinguished Professor of Education Law (Fall 2011-July 2014) 

 Professor (Fall 2011-July 2014) 

Associate Professor, Tenure (Fall 2008- Fall 2011) 

Assistant Professor (Fall 2005-Spring 2008) 

Teaching and research areas include Civil Procedure, Administrative Law, and Federal 

Courts  

Awards: University Outstanding Service Award, Outstanding Faculty Member, 2008-

2009 and 2011-2012; Faculty Service Award 2009-2010. 

HOFSTRA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW, Hempstead, New York  

Associate Professor.  Teaching and research areas include Civil Procedure, 

Administrative Law, Race and Law, Education Law, and Corporations. Appointments 

Committee, Minority Students Committee.  “Professor of the Year” Award- Black Law 

Students Association, APALSA. (Fall 2002-Summer 2005) 

FULBRIGHT & JAWORSKI, L.L.P., Houston, Texas 

Associate.  Practice areas included commercial litigation, securities litigation, class action 

defense, and appellate litigation.  Lead counsel in a Fifth Circuit appeal.  Drafted 

dispositive motions and research memoranda.  (August 2000-August 2002) 

COVINGTON & BURLING, L.L.P., Washington, D.C. 

Summer associate.  Conducted research and completed research memoranda in 

communications law, constitutional law, and environmental law.  Attended seminars on 

Supreme Court advocacy, and the White House Counsel Office. (Summer 1998) 

AMERICAN BAR FOUNDATION, Chicago, IL 

Summer research fellow.  Research and preparing memoranda on colonial tax and 

vagrancy statutes.  Prepared information tables cataloguing colonial master and servant 

statutes.  Attended presentations on socio-legal research projects. (Summer 1995) 

MELLON/FORD SUMMER RESEARCH PROGRAM, Princeton University 

 Summer research fellow.  Authored a paper on African influences on the United States  

 Civil Rights Movement.  Presented paper at Columbia University Research Colloquium. 

 (Summer 1994) 



SELECTED PRESENTATIONS 

Academic Success and Bar Preparation, American Association of Law Schools (January 2019). 

 

Balancing Scholarship, Teaching, and Service to Succeed on the Tenure Track, American 

Association of Law Schools (January 2019). 

 

Hate Speech versus Free Speech, Bisons on the Vineyard CLE (August 2018). 

 

Writing While Black, Harvard BLSA 50th Anniversary Celebration (April 2018). 

 

The State of Black Alumni, Harvard Center on the Legal Profession (June 2017). 

 

Law Students and Social Activism, University of South Carolina School of Law (March 2017). 

 

Women in Academic Leadership, University of South Carolina School of Law (March 2017). 

 

The Legacy of the Civil Rights Lawyers, MLK Day Celebration for Buffalo, NY (January 2017). 

 

Reflections on the Southern Manifesto at 60, American Enterprise Institute (March 2016). 

 

The Legacy of Martin Luther King and the Current Civil Rights Movement, United States 

Embassy in Sweden (January 2016). 

 

Defining Ourselves, Keynote Address, Lutie Lytle Conference, (July 2015). 

 

The Reluctant Leader, Keynote Address, Maryland State Bar Leadership Academy (2015). 

 

The Impact of the Parents Involved in Community Schools case, Michigan State University Law 

Review Symposium, Michigan State University (April 2014). 

 

Title VI: Past, Present, and Future, Presentation for United States Attorney’s Office, Columbia, 

SC (February 2014). 

 

Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Civil Rights Movement:  Titile VI: Past, Present, and 

Future, AALS Annual Meeting (January 2014). 

 

Innovative Charter Schools, Wake Forest Law Review Symposium (October 2012). 

 

The Legacy of the Emancipation Proclamation, AALS Annual Meeting (January 2012). 

 

The Future of Legal Education and the Law School Curriculum, The Southern High Court 

Conference (September 2011). 

 

The Influence of Black Reconstruction Legislators on Higher Education in South Carolina, Slavery 

and the University Conference, Emory University (February 2011). 



The Search for Equality: Equal Protection Challenges to State Bans on the Admission of 

Undocumented Immigrants to Public Colleges and Universities, AALS Annual Meeting (January 

2011). 

A New Era for Desegregation, Third National People of Color Conference, Seton Hall Law School 

(September 2010). 

Teaching about Race, Gender, and Sexual Orientation in the Classroom, Women’s Faculty 

Organization Speaker Series, University of South Carolina (April 2010). 

Examining the Effect of Parents Involved on School District Responses to Desegregation Cases, 

Looking to the Future: Legal and Policy Options for Racially Integrated Education in the South and 

the Nation, UNC School of Law (April 2009). 

Empirical Studies on the Future of Desegregation Decrees, Faculty Colloquium, Texas Wesleyan 

School of Law (January 2009). 

Exploring Bans on Undocumented Immigrant Admissions to State Colleges and Universities, 

Charleston Law Review Symposium (January 2009). 

Accountability Charter Schools, Northeast People of Color Conference, Boston University Law 

School (September 2008). 

Gay/Straight Student Alliances and the Equal Access Act, Southeastern Association of Law Schools 

Conference, Palm Beach, FL (August 2008). 

Parents Involved and the Struggle for Authority Over the Public Schools, The School Desegregation 

Cases and the Uncertain Future of Racial Equality, Ohio State Law Journal Symposium (February 

2008). 

Parents Involved, NCLB and the Rise of Charter Schools, Brown Undone?  The Future of 

Integration After PICS Conference, Seattle University School of Law (February 2008). 

The ABA Nondiscrimination Standards and Faith Based Legal Education, Southeastern Association 

of Law Schools Conference, Amelia Island, FL (August 2007). 

The Recovery School District Act:  Charter Schools and Accountability in the Wake of Hurricane 

Katrina, Children and the Law after Hurricane Katrina, Conference, University of Houston Law 

Center (April 2007). 

The Importance of Negotiated Rulemaking to the No Child Left Behind Act, New Scholars 

Workshop, Southeastern Association of Law Schools Conference, Palm Beach, FL (July 2006).  

The Role of Parties in the Resegregation Trend, “Brown is Dead? Long Live Brown!” Law Review 

Symposium, New York Law School (April 2004).  

Re-examining the Role of the Defendants in Desegregation Cases, Work-In-Progress, Northeast 

People of Color Conference, University of Connecticut (April 2004). 

Current Trends in Litigating Race Discrimination Cases Under Title VII, Equal Employment 

Opportunity Commission New York District Office (February 2004). 

Narrative Highground:  The Failure of Intervention as a Procedural Device in Affirmative Action 

Litigation, Yale Law School (October 2003). 



HONORS AND AWARDS 

Ollie Mae Cooper Award, Washington Bar Association (2022) 

American Association of Law Schools Impact Award (2021) 

Distinguished Alumnus Award, American Bar Foundation’s Montgomery Summer Research 

Diversity Fellowship Program (2018) 

Heman Sweatt Award, National Bar Association (2017) 

Trailblazer Award, GWAC National Bar Association (2015) 

Outstanding Scholar Award, Lutie Lytle Workshop (2015) 

Liberty Fellowship, Aspen Global Leadership Network (Class of 2014) 

University of South Carolina Outstanding Faculty Service Award (2013) 

Selected for inclusion in The State newspaper’s 20 Under 40: The Next Wave of Leaders (2012) 

SEC Academic Leadership Development Program Fellow (2012-2013) 

OTHER LAW SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY COMMITTEES AND SERVICE 

Founder and Faculty Advisor, University of South Carolina School of Law Middle School 

Mentoring Program, 2014 

Curriculum Committee, University of South Carolina, Chair 2009-2011 

Dean Search Committee, University of South Carolina, 2005-2006, 2010-2011 

Executive Committee, University of South Carolina, 2007-2009 

Admissions Committee, University of South Carolina 2006-2007 

Black Law Students Association, Faculty Advisor 2005-2011 

University Women’s Faculty Organization, Steering Committee 2008-present 

University Faculty Advisory Committee, 2010-2011 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNITY SERVICE ACTIVITIES 

 

Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, Board Co-Chair (2022-present), Board Vice-chair 

(2021-2022), Board member (2017-2021) 

Law School Admissions Council (“LSAC”), Board member (2022-present) 

Howard University Middle School of Mathematics and Science, Board member (2015-present) 

South Carolina HIV/AIDS Council, Chair (2008-2011), Board member (2012-2014) 

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated 

BAR AND PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND ACTIVITIES 

Texas State Bar (inactive status) 

United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit 

United States District Court for the Southern District of Texas 

United States District Court for the Western District of Texas 

AALS, Deans Section, Chair (2019), Chair-Elect (2018), Executive Board (2017) 

Member, Advisory Board, City Year Columbia (2013-2014) 

AALS, Education Law Section, Executive Board Member (2011-2012) 

Citizens Advisory Committee, Columbia Department of Economic Development (2008-2011) 


