
Institutional Biosafety Committee Meeting Minutes –
Approved 4/17/2026

Date: October 22, 2025
Time: 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM

In Attendance (10/12 voting members): 
Jared Schwartzer (chair/animal expert)
Amy Frary (plant expert/PI)
Katie Berry (member/PI)
Cheryl McGraw (administrator)
Andrew Rings (laboratory safety officer)
Amy Camp (member/PI)
Melissa LaBonte (community member/DPW)
Stephen Frantz (community member/Board of Health)
Lori Smith (environmental health and safety officer)
Gia Thomson (laboratory staff representative/animal expert)

In Absentia: Becki Lijek (animal expert/PI), Cheryl Flynn (clinician)

Meeting Minutes

The meeting began with introductions and the announcement of new membership:
Andrew Rings joined as the new Laboratory Safety Officer (LSO).
Cheryl McGraw announced her new role as Regulatory Compliance Administrator for Science and Education.

1. Approval of Previous Minutes

The committee approved the minutes from the spring 2025 meeting with one minor administrative change.

Approved unanimously.

2. Research Registration Reviews
The committee reviewed and approved three new research registrations:

Patty Brennan – Genital Coevolution Studies, pre-registration number: R_7Bz0AF5Eu7BlUB5, NIH Guidelines Section: N/A. This registration was reviewed for a second reading. The study examines genital morphology across vertebrate species using frozen or preserved specimens. Samples are dissected and submerged in formalin; both marine and terrestrial species are included. Tissues are processed for histology, CT scanning, or biomaterial testing, with all carcasses and tissues disposed of as biohazard waste.

During the first review additional information was requested about tetanus vaccination procedures, required PPE, safe handling practices of live snakes, collection permits for endangered species, and collection of bird carcasses during outbreaks of avian flu. The committee also requested information as to whether any of the snakes used would be venomous, and if so, what steps are in place to mitigate risk of venom exposure.

In response, the investigator provided several updates to the revised registration. The project’s collection permits have been confirmed to exclude all species listed as endangered, and sampling will avoid areas currently reporting cases of avian influenza. Regarding the handling of venomous snakes, the investigator clarified that all live specimens are non-venomous, while any deceased snakes are defanged and handled as though venomous, following appropriate safety protocols. Tetanus is monitored by Health Services for students (faculty and staff have multiple options). 

Based on risk assessment conducted by LSO, worn PPE should be consistent with BSL-1 and BSL-2 work (gloves, lab coat, eye protection). Since no aerosolization techniques will be used, face shields are not required.

Students and staff will be provided with institutional level ‘Chemical and Laboratory Safety’ Training as well as lab-specific protocol training.

Approved unanimously pending the following additions:
1. Recommended adding skunks to the list of species requiring caution, alongside bats and raccoons. (rabies concerns)

2. Suggested adding a general statement about maintaining awareness of relevant zoonotic disease, particularly rabies, outbreaks broader than just avian influenza and avoid collecting animals with increased infection risk.


Douglas Roosien – Development and Function of the Serotonergic System in Drosophila melanogaster, pre-registration number: R_61MzCUBOqPSkHRL, NIH Guidelines Section: N/A.

The registration outlines research focused on understanding how the serotonergic system develops in Drosophila melanogaster and how serotonin signaling contributes to brain development and function. The work utilizes transgenic fruit fly lines obtained from the Bloomington Drosophila Stock Center, all of which are commercially available and pre-validated for laboratory use.

During review, the committee noted that all fly lines are classified as Risk Group 1, presenting no known hazard to humans, animals, or agriculture. The investigator confirmed that the transgenic lines are engineered in such a way that gene expression cannot occur outside controlled laboratory conditions, thereby eliminating concerns about environmental release or cross-species gene transfer.

The committee reviewed the laboratory’s containment and waste-handling procedures and found them consistent with established biosafety standards. Mitigation measures include the use of bug zappers to prevent accidental escapes, and euthanasia procedures that involve freezing the flies at -20°C for 24 hours before disposal as standard waste. The proposed use of quantitative PCR (qPCR) for DNA and RNA quantification was also found to align with practices previously approved for comparable research protocols.

After discussion, the committee determined that the project presents minimal biosafety risk and that all procedures are appropriately designed to ensure safe and compliant research practices.

Students and staff will be provided with institutional level ‘Chemical and Laboratory Safety’ Training as well as lab-specific protocol training.

Approved unanimously.

Chloe Drummond – Disjunct biogeography, population genomics, and comparative multi-omics of North American plants, pre-registration number: R_6sbGODhOypaTOry, NIH Guidelines Section: N/A.

The project involves collecting seeds from wild populations and cultivating them in growth chambers and the greenhouse. The primary focus is on native plant species, though the study also includes some non-native species collected from western regions. The investigator emphasized that plants are not studied beyond the vegetative stage and specimens are removed before flowering and disposed of prior to pollen development.

The committee found the overall biosafety risk of the project to be low, as there is negligible potential for accidental release or establishment of the studied plants outside the controlled environment. Members discussed the importance of maintaining consistent monitoring procedures to ensure that plants do not progress to seed production. The scope of each experiment was noted to be limited and that plants are inspected frequently, noting that the non-native species have a growth period of approximately 120 days, with seed maturation occurring only during the final 30 days.

The committee also discussed distinctions between invasion risk and hybridization risk, noting that hybridization between non-native and native species was a more immediate risk as it isn’t known if non-native plant would become invasive by outcompeting native plants. Proactive monitoring minimizes any potential for cross-pollination with native species.

Students and staff will be provided with institutional level ‘Chemical and Laboratory Safety’ Training as well as lab-specific protocol training.

Approved unanimously with a recommendation to include additional documentation on monitoring frequency of non-native plants.

3. IBC Website Updates
The committee discussed new federal and institutional requirements for public posting of meeting minutes. Per new regulatory requirements, IBC meeting minutes will now be posted publicly on the IBC website. The committee discussed the level of detail appropriate for publication, weighing transparency against potential misinterpretation of technical language by non-specialists. Consensus favored posting minutes that provide key decisions and rationales, while preserving confidentiality and details that would be unclear without additional context. The public may contact the committee for additional information if desired.

4. Pet and Animal Use Policies
The committee reviewed updated college policies clarifying where animals are permitted on campus:
Service animals are permitted throughout campus.
Emotional support animals are restricted to residential areas.
Research and teaching animals must be covered under approved IACUC or IBC protocols.

5. Upcoming IBC Activities
The committee discussed improvements to pre-registration processes for research and teaching involving biological materials, aiming for better consistency, efficiency, and cross-departmental coordination. Members agreed that all departments conducting such work should be encouraged to complete preliminary pre-registration forms to facilitate early identification of biosafety needs. The discussion highlighted the importance of including neuroscience, biochemistry, and environmental studies courses, as these programs frequently involve biological research components that fall within the committee’s oversight.

6. Coordination with IACUC
The committee reviewed NIH OLAW policy requiring IBC approval prior to IACUC approval for projects needing both. To ensure compliance, ad hoc IBC meetings will be convened as needed for timely review, as opposed to standard review at semi-annual meetings.

7. Charter Amendment
The committee approved an amendment expanding the IBC’s scope from “research” to “research and teaching.”
Approved unanimously.

8. Committee Leadership Structure
The committee discussed potential updates to IBC leadership, including the establishment of a Chair/Vice-Chair structure for continuity. The Laboratory Safety Officer will review structures at peer institutions to inform next steps. Members also suggested that the Science Center Director attend future meetings to strengthen communication and alignment across institutional units involved in biosafety oversight.

Meeting adjourned at 1:01 PM

